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| of Infidelity, and of Mens 
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Rom.17:. 33, 34- 
O Thedefth of rhe riches, both of the wo and 
Knowledge of God | How unſearchable are his 
Tndgmenrs, and bis Way s paſt finding out ! For who 
Jo known the minde os the Lord, wr tho hath been 
his Comnſellor ? 


i Rom. 9. 20. 
Nay but, O xan, who art thou that replieſ ag elif 
God? ſhall the thing formed Jo to him 15 formed 
it, Why haſt rho nd me thus hh es JT 


Job 37: 23. 
Touching. the Almighty, we cannot finde him out, 
He us excelent in Power, and in 7udgment, and it 


plenty of 7 mFtice. 


Job. 40. 8: 
Wilt then alſo diſannul my Tudgments, wilt chow 
condemn me, that thow maiſt be righteous ? : 


Pſal. 73- I6,1 7- 

* hon I thought to know this, it was too painful. 

for me ; mutil 1 went into the Sanitnary of God, then. 
I underſtood their end. 


Job 42. 2,3: - 
T know that thou __ do yy thing, es that #o 


_ 
MN Bu 


\ 


thyghe cawbe with-bolden from 6 WY 1 
bideth counſel without knowledge - therefore have 1 
ood not, thi s toe wonderful fa 


attered that I nnderſt 
- wr which I knew not. 


© hn. Me 


x Cor. 3. 18,19. 

Let no man deceive himſelf; if any man among 
you ſeemeth to be wiſe in this world, let him become « 
fool, that be may be wiſe... For the. wiſdom of thi 
world 5s feoliſoneſs with God. | þ 


1 Cor. 1.25 
T he foutiſbneſs of God is wiſer then men, and tht 
weakpeſs of God 14 ſtronger then men, 


« Read Tai.40. 12,13,14,15,16, 17- 


Vc To. , 
ol WL FE 


THE 
Arrogancy of Reasovw 


againſt Devine Relations, 
Repreſled. 


he 


Joun 3.9. 


Nicodemus anſwered aud ſaid nite him; 
 Howcantheſe things be 


TEN the beginning of this Chapter you 
| have a Lecture read by the Great 
EE 54 Teacher of the Church, to a Scholar 
BE that was newly encring into his 
School He is yet but a Catechnmenns 18 prepart- 
tion to be a (hriſtia» , rather then one indeed ; 
baving good thoughts of Chriſt, but nor believing 
in him as the Ade/iah, nor engaged by Baptiſm to. 
de one of his Diſciples: And EY doth 
Chriſt ſuir his DoArine to his condition, and teach 
him firſt che great Principle of Chriſtianity. What 

- Tuccefs it bad at firft, we finde in the Text, bac not 
| A3 what. 
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= \. what was the ifſne at laſt: Though by otber Tex 
Þ we way probably conjeQture, oy 
' Firſt, The Schollar is by name , Nicodemm ; 
by SeR, a Phariſce ; by place, « Ruler of the Jews, 
or one of their great Council, For the frame of 
his minde, the degree of his preparatory know- 
ledge or belief, you may diſcernit; 1. By the 
ſeaſon of his coming; 2. By the motive thatpre- 
vailed with him to come; And 3. by the confeſli- 
' on that he makes of his belief, From all which 
E _ you may ſee, firſt, that he believed that there 
4%  wasa God, and thac it belonged ro God to teach 
*\ B mankinde ; and that it was bis way to teach by 
men; and that it was mans duty to ſeek after 
Gods teaching from his Meſſengers, and come to 
them and requeſt it ; and that who ever could give 
ſoffticient evidence of his Miflion fcom God, 
ſhould be heard by men ; and that Jeſus Chritt 
did truly and undoubtedly work Miracles; and 
that ſuch Miracles as Chriſt wrought, were an 
undoubted proof, that God was with him. A'l 
theſe things it is apparent he did believe by theſe 
words, Verſ.2: [ Rabbi we know that thou art a 
Teacher come from God; for nowan can do thiſe 
miracles that thou doſt, except God be with him. | 
Secondly, From hence alſo you ſee, that it 
was the evidence of Chriſts Miracles , that bad 
thus far convinced him, and drove bim to Chri;n 
as a Teacher come from God, and conſequently 
one that was to be credited : But that he was the 
Meſſiah, here is yet no confeſſion. 
Thirdly, And as his belief was but preparatory, 
fo this. change upon his heart doth 8ppear to be 
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ageinſt Divinity, Repreſſed. | 
no berter': For hehbath - leartied the leſſon 


of Self-denial, and preferring the known truch 
and duty (of ſeeking after the minde of God from 
his Meſſengers) beforethe credit of the world,or 
bis life ; and therefore te comes' to Jeſus but by 
night, a8 being afraid* to own him in-che face of 
his enemies. br: #8 

Yer doth not Chriſt caſt this cowatdize in his 
teeth to his diſcouragement, bur ficrerh bis medi- 
cine to the ſtrength of the Patieor, 25s well asto © 
the Ciſcaſe : For there was moremalice and raging 
zeal againſt the truth, among the Jews, then a- 
.mong the Gentiles; and ſo more dangers and 
Aufferings, which a novice mighe oor be lo fitto 
encounter with. And therefore Paul when he 
went up to fernſalem, did Preach the Goſpel pri- 
vately to them of worldly reputation, which a- 
mongthe Genriles,and inferior Jews, he preachech 
publickly ; left through the prevalency of mens. 
pride or cowardize, his phyſick ſhould aot do its 
work, bur he ſhould run or labor in vain, Gal. 


25/2. 
The firſt and preat thing that Chriſt preſently 
falls up3n, is to let this man know, ehat chis much 
will not ſerve his turn (co confels the Miracles,and 
fs the Divine Miſſion of Chrift;) but that he 
muſt alſo eruly believe the office that he is ſene 
upon, even to be the Meſſiab, the Mediator; and 
the Redeemer of the World, and muſt openly be 
engaged ro him as ſuch a one by Baptiſm, and ſo 
own him and confeſs him beforethe World, and 
receive his renewing Spirit, for the illamination 
of his underſtandiog, the purifying and quicken- 
| A 4 iog 
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ing of his heart-, and chreeeforming , and after- 
guidance of his life, ** | 

This work. Chriſt calleth by the name of tte 
New-Birth or Regeneration, and-tells A'5codemus, 
[T hat except be be born again of Water, -and of the 
Spirit, be cannot enter into the Kingdoms of God. 
Not that there is the ſame neceſſity of the waſh-' 
ing by water, and the purifying by the Spicir. 
For by [ weter]] is principally meant that Cove- 
nant which Fey didſign ; eventhe confeſſion 
of Chriſt, and dedication to him in the relztion 
of redeemed Ones, Children, Diſciples, and Sub- 
jeas, on our part; and his re-engagement and 
relation cous: Yet | weter ] it ſelf is the thing 
nearly ſignified in the Word, and the nſe of it is 
of. Divine appointment, and not to be negleRed 
where it may be uſed ; but the neceſlity to Salva- 
tion is placed in the relation or thing ſignificd, 
As its common to fay ro a Sonldier of the ene- 
mies, [: 1f rhow wilt change thy General, and take 
the Princes Colours and fight for bim, thaw maiſt 
have pardon for thy rebellion. ] Where | taking 
Colonys | is a duty ; bue the neceſlity is ptated in 
the change of his relation and practice ; forif 
there were no Colours at band to give him, yet if 
he be lifted as a Soldier (or if noc liſted, yet if by 
open profeſſion and action, joyned to them) it 
will be accepted ; or elſe as Greri« expoundeth 
it, by [ Vater and the Spirit] is meant, a waſhing, 
clenſing Spirit ; of which, ſee him in Loe. EY 

This change that is here called the [New birth] 
is not the new Creation of a ſubſtance, or deſtru- 
on of our former ſubſtance, or faculties : For 
CY FT ty > ay 


_ - - 
Ns man yi 


CE ED Ee EIS 2d) SUP Oe FRED" KL GST cud $40 — . . : —_ 
= ns __ Ee lone 4” fend reg” > ahel TOOL OE OI” TH EN rake £5 vo, 
. : J phages © 22d 6 IG 7 R 4 L302 . 
_ w_ M1 
% L. y 
. 46; __ */, o o* % A % * : La — 
+ » WD; * 
. * : 
inf Divinit y Repre ed. 
4 k we I 


we have ſtilithe fame natural powers' of under. 
ſanding and willing; But it is rhe _ the 
Diſpofition, Habits, and At of thoſe faculties : 
And (with ſubmiſiion to the contrary mihded, 1 
conceive that) it is not onely our real qualitative 
' | change char is here called che New-birth;3 bur 
© I that che word is more-comprehenſive (as I before 
expreſt) including our new relation to God in 
Chriſt, as Sons and Diſciptes to. Chriſt, and Ser- 
yants, Subjeds, or Soldiers under him ; with a 
removal from our former refations which we were 
in by corruption, and ate inconſiſtent with theſe: 
So that it comprebendech both our new relations 
to God, to the Redeemer, and to his Church ; 
where we have a new Father, Husband, Lord, 
and Fellow-ſervants ; new Brothers, and Siſters, 
and Inhericance (though yer we renounce not our 
Natural Brethren, Parents, and Inheritance, as 
the Popiſh Monaſtical Vataries conceive, any 
| en are contrary to the Intereſt of 
| Chrift. Es he : 
| The Reafons that perſwade me to take Regene- 
ration in this extent, are, — 

Firſt, Becaule it is the entrance into onr whole 
" | New State that is here ſo called, without any li- 
| mting expreſſion. | 
| Secondly, Becauſe we are ſaid to be born of 
| [#ater] as well as the Spirir: And certainly 
| Baptiſm doth 3s nearly #nd truly fignifie our Juſti- 
' | fication, and Relacive Change, and new Covenant 
| | Engagements, and Adoption, and Church Mem- 
. | berfaip, as it doth our Qualitative Renovation. 
Nor do 1 ſee how any fair Expoſition can be gives 
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gying I eigen be born of Water] 
not include the > of our relay. 


ons, 8s wellas of onr diſpoſitions. And the like ] 
may:ſay of .ather Texts, which mention Regene- 
ration, which I will ngt now fo far digreſs as to 
recite. +; 

Having feen what Chriſt teacheth Nicodem; 
firſt, let us next ſee the (acceſs of hisdoQcine. 
Nicodemu: faſtening too moch upon the Mera. 
phorical term of being [[b9r» ag4i1, ] and wichal 
not eg, 3 the. meaning of ir, nor. the 
ſcope of Chriſt, he preſencly expreſſerh bis igno. 
rance and unbelief by this queſtion, [ How can « 
man be born When hes old $ Can heenter the ſecond 
riwe into his mothers Womb, and be barn ?] Here- 
upon Chriſt returning an Explicatory Anſwer , 


relling him not onely the nature of the ew 57h, 


but aiſo the myſReriouſneſs of its cauſes in the 
effe&ing of it, and ſhewing a plain reaſon from 
Naturs] Agents, Why the-myſteriouſnels of this 
ſhould not make it ſeem incredible ; yer doth 
Nicod:emus return a fecond Anſwer like the firſt 
[ How can theſe thingr be ?] Which words doim- 
port not an abſolute ugbelief of the truth of what 
Chrift had ſaid, bur 8 great ignorance of his mean- 
ing, and a not diſcerning of that evidencefully, 
ehich ſhould bave cauſcd full belief ; but a ſtrong 
epprehevſion of the improbabilicy of rhe thing at- 
firmed, and thereupon a great doubting of the 
ruth of the affirmation, 
. And note here the appravations of Nicodemu 
his faulr, firſt, They were the words of one that 
be himſelf confefled to. be a teacher come "56% 
- 0g, 
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God, and thatiealed his Doarine by ſuch Mira- 
cles as none could do, excepr God were wich him, 
And doth God ſend any Meſlcnger with a lic ? or 
any Teacher that knoweth norwhar be teacheth 2 
or will he-ſeal uncruchs, or ſenſeleſs abſardities,' 
with ſuch-unqueſtionable miracles > Sure aman. 
that waS once convinced, rhat God ſent the Meſe 
ſenger, and fealed the meſſage, ſhould be confi- 
dent, that the matter of it is divine, and ſhould 
never once ſuſpeR ir of untruth ! £7 

Secondly, Though Chriſt did with frequent 
aſſeverations, aver the truth of his Doctrine, yet 
did N:codemws ſtagger through unbelicf. 

Thirdly, It was the very Catechifm and Rudi- 
ments of Fiety, and Chriſtianity which was ſo 
ſtrange to him. 

Fourchly, The term by which Chriſt expreſſeth 

« Spiritual things, he underſtandeth all in a caraab. 
ſenſe; yea, and afrec that Chriſt had ro!d him 
plainly what birth he means, notcarnal, produ-. 
cing a fleſhly Creature, but of Water and the 
Epirit, producing a Spirirual Creature, yet doth 
not N;cedewres underſtand him for all this. + 

Fifchly, Yer was this man a Ruler of the Jews, 
even one of the great Sanedrim, and one reputed 
Skiltul in the Law ; one that profeſſed himfelf a 
guide of the blinde, a light of them which are in 
darkneſs, an inſtructer of the fooliſh, a teacher 
of Babes, which had che form of knowledge, and 
of the truch in the Law ; one of thoſe that boaſt- 
ed of God, and of the Law, Rom. 2. 17, 18, 19, 
20, Yet he that ſhould teach others, had nor 
learat cage Rudiments himſelf. : 


Sixthly, 
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Sinbly, And when Chrift uſed @ familiarin | 


Nance, to ſhew him tha things are not therefore- 


incredible, becanſe inviſible, or becanſe we know 
nor the nature, cauſe, and end of ther, We may 
know chat it is,; when 'we cannot know What 5; :r, 
or Whence, or why itis, or whether it tends, as in 
the blowing of che wind is evident ; yet doth noe 
Njcodemus ceaſe his doubting, on this account, 
bur asketh, [| How can theſe things be ?] the ſpiri- 
- tuality, and myftericaſneſs of the rhing, made ir 
ſeem improbable to his uninformed intelle ; and 
che ſeeming improbability made bim doube of 
the verity. Becanſe ir was paſt his apprehenfion 
to conceive, how it ſhould be, therefore he doubr- 
ed, whether it were true, or not : He had nor fo 
much rational conſciouſneſs of hisown ignorance, 
or ſo mrch confidence in a Teacher ſent from 
God, and ſealing his DcArive by Miracles, ;as to 
acquieſce a3 a Learner in his Teachers credit, con- 
cerning the verity of che thing, while he was ſeek- 
ing to get a clearer diſcovery of its nature, riſc, 
and ends. ; 

'So that here were all theſe ſins together mani- 
felted in this anſwer, Great ignorance, even ina 
Ruler, unbelief, doubting of the concluſion, when 
- he bad acknowledped the premiſes; an unteach- 


eblenefs (in part) when he profeſſed himſelf ro | 


come to tearn; an arrogant conceit of the capa- 

ciouſneſs of his underſtanding, as if Chriſts 

words, or the plain truth ſhould be ſooner ſuſpeR- 
ed, then his ſhallow capacity. 

__- From this PiQure we may well conclude what 

is the ordinary fhape of mans corrupted diſpo- 


ſition : 
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_ _ _egeinft Divinity, Repreſſed. 

| firion ; and we may all know our ſcives by know- 

j ing Nicodemws, And from hence I may raiſe this 
* Obſervationof usall- | _ - 


2 
A 


DoR, The corrupt nature of man js more prone 
£0 queſtion the truth of Gods Word, then to ſes 
and confeſs ther own ignerance and incape= 

_ city; and ready to doxbr, Whether the things 
that Chriſt revealeth are true , When they 
themſelves de not knoW the nature, cauſe, and 
reaſon of them. j-2 : | : 


They will make every thing which they under- 
fans 2 to ſeem improbable ; and all ſach im- 
probabilities will make it ſeem incredible ; and 
the jncredibility of a part, makes the whole ſeci 

_ incredible: And thus men will be Infidels, or 
ſeed their iofidelity by. everything that themſelves 
are ignorant of ; and make itthe chief reaſon why 
they. will not believe or learn, becauſe they do 
not already know,and fully underſtand the thin 

* tobelearat and believed. And ſo God muſt 
, accuſed inevery thing that Moles and Worms are 
ignorant of. | 

| -  \ When the Jews acknowledged the Prophets to 
be of God, and ſometime wonld profeſs to re- 

. ceiveand obey any meſſage that God ſhould ſend 
by them ; yer when they heard what it was in 
particular which ke ſent, then if it did notſoir 
with their intereſt and carnal Reaſon, they would 

not believer, or obey it, but rather perſecute the 

Meſſenger , and think that, ſure ſuch a meſſage 

could never come from God: So thar they _ 
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like" che pirticular macter, before they would be.. 
4ieve that t' was of God. And ſo Gods Word. 
ſhall notbe Gods Word, unleſs it pleaſe the blinde 
and carnal Reaſon of wan. 
** So yol may finde they uſed the Prophet 7ere. 
my, 7ere. 42. They intreat the Propher co go for 
them" to God, by. prayer, and for advice, and 
binde therhſc}ves with ſecmitig reſolaciofits obey, 
Yaying, [ The Lord bt a true and faithful witneſs 
berWron me, if we do not evenuccording toll things, 
for the which the Lord thy God hall ſend tht row: 
bether it be good, or Whether it be evil, we will 
obry rhe voice of the Lord our Goa, to whteniwe ſeyd 
Fo that it Way be well with us when we obey,G-c.] 
ne would have choughe that theſe-men wonld 
Have believed, and obeyed. any thing that 'God 
| Thonld"ſend'to them , after ſuch n vow as this: 
And yet when they heard' that the meſfape was 
contrary "to their own mindes and opinions, 
Chap. 43: 1, 2. its ſaid, That [ «# che provid men] 
cave this anſwer | Thos ſprakeſt falſly, rhe Lord 
oxr God bath 30t ſent thee to ſay thu. | © * 
Afull inftance you have of the like corrnpt 
diſpoſition, in Fohu 6. When Chriſt doth bur cell 
them that he 15 the Bread that came down from 
Heaven, the Jews murmur, Verſ. 41: Bur when 
he infiſted on it, that [ He was the Living-Bread, 
aud that he would give hu Flefs for the life of the 
World, and that he that eateth him, ſhould live for 
ever, ] Theſe Spiritual things they did not under- 
ſtagd, but underſtood him carnally ; and there- 
ypon rex the truth, becauſe they underſtood it bit 
not. So that Veil. 52, they fall a ſtriving w_ 
tne,- 
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the! ageinſt Chrifts words, 
rhe morſe we us his fleſh to Ty ven ſike 
| How fare®. things bt 7 ry 

| prrenrs Coreg or'that it can be, till e 
know: themſelves, How' ir can be ? And when 
r | Chriſt yet preſſed homettie ſame wyſtery farther, 
| | even ſome of hisown {Diſciple s when they beard 
| this, ſaid}, Thu © as ang, who cant hear 
n= ] _ 60. And chough Cheiſ proceed*to 
ſtery to them, and ſpear tharmore 
w_ ware dA had ſpoken Allegorieally ; yer 
ar Verſ. 66. That { From that tinn* muny: 
| bis Difciplet went - beck, and wilhed 'ud mort wi 
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kin ;] infomuch, as he” morn, gs whe 
ther they would go alſo? intimati ng the greatneſs 

of the number of revolters, Neue neue Slit oct 
cafion $ forſooth, becauſe he ade -tar which | 
they underſtood not , -and would have taught -2 
them whar-they bad not. bumilicy' and : 
enough tolearn 1 and becuuſe they did notreach 
it at the firſt hearing, checefore-they' it 
improbable and incredible” Many more\fich in- 
ſtances we might give'you' from Scripture;- but 
alas, it is a truth ebat' needs no furt proof ; 
there are as many liviog witnefſesdf it, as there 
are men: on earth ; che unrepenerate being con- 
quered by this corruption , Ns the regenerate 
of. , and hindered much by the remnants 

ts | 


For the farther i improvement of this Obſerre- 
tion, I ſhall, firſt; open further che'narureand 
workings of this corruption ; ſecondly; and them 
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chen being arrogant, a well as -pnorant, it will 
not believe thac zhere-j»ford # thing, becauſe he 
cannot reach to know what ic is, © - - 
.  Oathis account'fome queſtion, "whether man 
have an Immorral Soul , becanſe they cannor 
reach-to know (as they expe®); whar that Soul is, 
And ſome will 'not. believe, - that there is mag 
ehiog eextw:Ipiri of God dwelling in his people 
becauſe-they know not. what that Spitiriv': And 
Fane ener no- ſuchiehing as infierens 
eons of God renewed 
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bue what we know he eniet writes ib which 
Es Io! pin as moſt inthe World. | 
if you know nor what an Angelor Spiric is? & 
it follow thar there is none > What if you k 
_ what is beyond' the viſible Creatures out 
oe ny it follow, thar there is nothing be, 
== ? By this Rule, you may ſay; 
UKerg is ny God ; nay, all the VYorld WOT ceeds 
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Sacrifice. tor. n., .dec*aſe- they cannor 
reaſoa.for it, or nec fſi;y of it :,- They 
pardorffin without ſaris- 
. of all chis ado? 
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dre ted A 3 tying Reaſon ke World? 
| Maſt you. have proper Realonings 'and Intentions 
m God? or, will, you "have a. cauſe of the firſt 
canfe,' 'or an. end of the ultimate end of all? 
ago oe doithe wiſcſt aien know of che 
ends ol. any a Creature, over their 
\- yn under Gs feet: * vhich cheif eyes be= 
bold? oe how little know they of the uſe and 
ends of mnany 8 part of thei own bodies ? 
And ye they know that ſach*things there 
are 1157 4 
;What abund C FA Ted 3 bath an CR 
Infidel, -npog th reading of Scripture, from the 
| -deginai g of Gene,” Ts to. che end of the Revelati- 
"08 10wbi muſt ail be Tativfied before he will 
- believed. Of 4, whi (God will one day fatisfie 
[ot bbcaoc imchs, acner as they would berg 
my cnibed/bim;),.,; 1, | 
'Anocber, ns of this Arrogant Igno- : 
5, When are 1 not believe rhe ſeveral 
os, Ferre are not able to re- 
them, and place exch one in its own or- 
the Mechod and Body of Truth in 
aioar and Propottion : Nay, per- 
pot; becauſe they cannot 
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The Arrogancy of Reaſon 
» 


diſtempered. eye. Theſe ſelf.conceited ignorant 
S.,uls, do imagine all to be impoſſible which ex- 
ceedeth their knowledge ; and becauſe they can- 
nt fre the ſweet confene of Scripture, and how 
thoie viaces do ſuit, and fortifhe e:ch other, which 
to chem ſeemed to contradiR each other, there. 
forertey think rhatno one elſe can ſee it; nonot 
Cod timſeit They are like un ignorant fellow 
' in a Watch-makers ſh+p, that thinks no buty can 
{-: all the looſe peeces togerher,and makea Warch 
of them, becauſe he cannot. When he hath cryed 
many ways, and cannot hit it, becaſts all by, and 
conclitderh, that its impoſtble, | 

And upon this account many caſt away part i- 
cular rruths. thouph they will not caft away ail. 
Some cannot reconcile the efficiency of the <p::tr, 
with that of the Word; in the Cdhnverſion ard 
Confirmatiun of ſinners; and thcrefore ſme 
exclude one, and ſome theSther, or own but the 
empty names; ſome cannot reconc |; the Law, 
and the Goſpel: And roo great a part of che 
Teachers, in the Chriſtian Worid , have been iv 
+ troubled to reconcile Gods grace, wich mans free- 


will, that of old, many di4 roo much exclace_ 


Grace ; and of late too many exclude the nato- 
rs] libercy of the will, vpon # ſuppoſition of the 
inconſiitency ; onely the names of both were fil} 
owned. | : 

Mary cannot reconci'e the ſufficiency of Chrilts 
{utisfacion, with the neceflity of mars endeavors, 
and inherent righreouſneſs; and therefore one 
muſk he ſtraitned or denied. | Many cannot re- 
concile rommon loye and grace, with that which 

i 
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is ſpecial and proper to the Ele; and therefore 
ſome deny one, and ſome another. The like 
might be ſaid of many other caſes, whercin the 
Arrogancy of mans wit hath caſt our Gods truth : 
If both parts be never ſo expreſs, yet they are up- 
on this unbelieving queſtioning ftrain, [ How can 
theſe things be *] How can theſeagree together ? 
How can both be crue? when yet ics evidear, char 
God hath owned both, | 

It is c#tain, that the Truths of Gods Word 
are one perfe& well joynted Body ; and the per=- 
fe> ſymmetry cr proportion, is much of its 
bezuty : Itis certain, that Method is an excellent 
help in knowing Divine things ; and that no man 
can know Gods truths perfeAly, till he ſee them 
all as in one Scheam or Body, with one view, 2s 
it were, and ſo ſees the Location of each Truth, 
and the reſpe&t that it bath to all the reſt; nor 
onely to ſee that there is no contradiction, but 
| how every Truth doth fortifie the reſt. All this 
therefore is exceeding deſirable, buc it is not every 
mans lot to attain it, gor any mans in this world 
perfealy, or near to a perfetion ; Ir is true, that 
the ſight of all Gods frame of the Creation, 
uno intuity, in all its parts, with all their reſpeRs 
to each other, would acquaint us with abundance 
more of the glory of it, then by looking on the 
Members pexce-meal we can attain : But who can 


fee them thus, but God? at leaſt, what mortal 


eyecando it? And we ſhall never in this life at- 
tain to ſee the full Body of Divine Revealed- 
Truths, in that method and due proportjgn, as is 
' neceſſary to the knowledge of ity fuDeauty. 
B 4 Is 
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' The Arrogancy of Reaſon 
It is » moſt perfeRtly melodious Inſtrument ; buc inf 
» every man cannot fecit inruze, ſoas to peice:ve | and 
_ the deleRable harmony. Thi 


What then? becauſews cannot know all, ſhill the 
we know nothing, or deny all? B:cauſe we can- || tof 


not ſee the whole frame of the world, in its I not 
junRares and proportion, ſhall we ſay, Thary I Cre 
there 1sno world, or, that the parts are not righe- ||| bet 


ly fituared ; or feign one to beinconſif@nt with | no. 
the reſt > We muſt rather receive firſt. that which |} 706 
15 moſt clear, and labor by degrees tore through 39, 
the obſcurities thatheſet the reſt. And if we firkt © Wh 
finde from God, that borh are truths, let us re- - || him 


ceive them, and learn how to reconcile them after, | We 
as wecan: And if we cannot reach it, irs arro- | whi 
oancy therefore to think that it is not to be done, ſo 
and ro be ſo highly conceited of our own under- Sur 
{tandinps, [+2 and 


5. Another way by which this Arroganc I-fi- £ ma 
d:1:ty worketh, is this, When men wilt nor believe If 108 
any revealed [ruth of 'God, -unle(s they can jee | Yo! 
a poſtibility of accompliſhing the martrer by na» I you 
rural means. *And therefore, when ever in reading I vo! 
che Scripture, they come to a work tharratleth a fl 
of the power of the Creature, the Nicadenntes the 
41 ſtagger at it through vuobclief, and ſay, [How || boy 
iq can theſe things be *J And the fixed Intidels with ma 
 ?xlian deride it: When they read 'of the Scri- F thi 

pture miracles 7 they+carnot believe them be- || anc 


| . cauſe they are miracles;* Is this a likely matter, | kn 
'' fay thagh that ſuch'and* ſach chipgs ſhould be ? $- wel 
And fo ntixcty ? B:cavſeit 1s too hard for | If | 


God ? What 1 doth bis Creature know his | the 
2 r:1f1nire 


o_—_— —— ge roam . —_— , 


again Di vanity, Repre ſſea. 


infinite power 2. And can you fet him his bounds, 
and ſay, Thus fac God can go, and no further > 
Thus much God cando, andnomore ? Is it ever 
the more difficult-ro God, becauſe it is impoſſible 
ro ſuch aswe ?, Will you fey, That a Eorſe can- 
not carry you; on his back, becauſe a flie cannot ? 
Creatures may be compared to: Creatures; but 
between the Creators and the Creature, there is 
no compariſon, Have you read how God poſed 
7ob in point of power and knowledge ? ( 7ob 38. 
39, 40, 41.) But who is he that hath poſed God ? 
What is that work that ſhould be difficulc co 
him, that by his Word or Will did make all the 
Worlds ? Are they greater works then thoſe 
which he hath certainly done, chat you ſpeak of 
ſo incredulouſly > If you had never ſeen the 
Sun, or Moon, or Stars; or Earth, or Sea, 
and had meerly found it written, that God 
made ſuch a World, it is like you would as doubt- 
iogly have ſaid , [| How can theſe things be ? ] If 
you had no more ſeen the Light or Sao, then 
you have (cen che Angels,or Souls of men its like 
von would have as hitele believed, char there is ſuch 
a thing as Light or a San, as you now do, tat 
there are Angels and Immortal Souls. Bur I 
hope you are ſatished in the things you ſee ; and 
may not. they ſhame your incredvlity of the 
things you do not ſee > You ſee there is a Sun, 
and Moon, and Firmament, and Earth; you 
know theſe had either a Maker and Cauſe, or elfe 
- were eternal and as an eternal cauſe to themſelves. 
If they were eterna}, or made themſelves, chen 
they are the firſt Being and Cauſe,and ſo arc _ 

n 


% 


m_— 


. E' LES Wb EE Ee Et 
4 CSE CE EE Sn a 
Foxy 


4-4 4 " 
i VE As as a tet Rode IP IE! —_ 
ST, 2 oF, NT a NES Mg 0 PETIIEY DP ITE et Zo es 
i DOS TS Ws " 5. EET 
. » 
a. 


SE INCA HS ME apr... 
6 LO AOL gn. : 


RL mn 865M 


(| 


SEES 
LOI, ne WELL 
ATTY 


bo 


And is it not more reaſonable to believe one God, 
then ſo many? And to believe that God is a per. 
fe& incomprehenſible , ſuperin-telletual Being, 
then to bel:eve, that the ſenſeleſs Earth is a god? 
Is it not more reaſonable to conclude, That this 
one Perfet Eternal God made all things, then 
thac every Stone did meke it ſe!f ? or, Thatthe 
Sunor Moon, or any Creature made it ſelf, and 
che reſt? If youbelievs, Thai ali things are the 
Works of God, then you ſee that with your eyes 
that may ſhame your fooliſh dark-increculity, 

Do you ſee a greater Work, and think it nnlikely, 
that the ſame power ſhould do a leſſer ? Do you 

ſee ſo much of the World that was m:d* by a 

word, and do you ask, [ How can theſe things 

be ? ] when you read of any miracle or unufusl 

work ? If it were your felf, or ſuch as yon, that 
had been the doer of ſuch works, you might well 

ſay, [ How can theſe things be 7] But God ts not as 

man in bis Works, or Word. 

6, Yes, many times when men do but hear, 
read, or think of ſome Objection againſt the 
Fruth of Gods revelations, which they c:nnot 
tell how to anſwer themſelves, they preſently be- 
ginto ans ah at the whole Truth, and queſtion it 
on every juch liglit occaſion. If any new difh- 
cuity ariſe in their-way, they are in the caſe of 
Nicodermus;' faying , [| How can theſe things be ? | 
Though they . have heard neyer ſo many Argu- 


.ments to confirm them, and have been Jong re- 


ceiving them, and ſeen an evidence of Truth in 
them, yer every new cavil or bard Objection doth 
ſeem to enervate all this evidence. 
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"If men wereess fooliſh and incredulous in the 
matters of the World , their folly wonld cafily 
evpear to all men; When a man hath ſtudied 
Pbyſick ſeven years, or twen&years, he ſhall 
meet wich many new difficu'ties, and donbtfal 


ciſes ; and many old ditficulties will never be 


overcome: And yet he will nottherefore throw 
aw:y all, and forſake his ſtudy or profeſſion. 
W:il a Student in Law give over all his tndy, up- 
on e\ery occurring difficulty, or ſeeming contra- 


dition in the Laws ? If any Students inthe Uni- 


vzrſities ſhould follow this example, and doubt of 
al that they bave learned , upon every ObjeRtion 
which they are unable to anſwer, they would be 
bu: 1}; Proficien's: Oc if every Apprentice thar 
is learning his tride, wih forſake it-every tune that 
ke is ſtailzd, and at a loſs, he wonld be long be- 
fore he ſet up ſhop : On this courle all men ſhould 
lolc all their time. lives, and labor, by doing all 
in vaio, and undoing 2gain, by going forward 
and backward, and to know nothing, nor reſolve 
of any thing. | 

I: is moſt certain, that all men are very imper- 
tet in knowledre, and eſpecially in the higheſt 
myſteries ; and there is none ſo high «s thoſeia 
Theology, about God, and Mans Soul, and our 
Redemption,, and our Everlaſting State. And 
doubtleſs where men are fo defective in know- 
ledge, there muſt ſtill be difficulties intheir way, 
and many knots which they cannotantie. Can 
you expe& till you are perfe& in knowledge, to 
ſee the whole frame of Truth fo clearly, as to be 
able to anſwer every Objeftion tbat is made 


againſt 
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"The Arrogancy of Reaſon 


againſt.it? Why do you not lay together the evi. 
dences on: both fides; and conſider which of the 
two is theclearercaſe> What if you cannot an- 
ſwer allthat is brovht by the Devil and Cavillers, 
againſt the Trach > Can you anſwer all that 
Chriſt and his Servants ſay for it? I dareſay you 
cannot, unleſs you cake every impertinent vanity 
or falſhood for an anſwer. God needs not you 
to be the Defendets of his Trach : He is able to 
vindicate it himſelf againft all the enemics :n the 


to this work, be would have forniſhed you for it, 
But he firſt caſleth you to be Schollzrs co learn 
thatecuch, chart he may help you over zll dithcul. 
ties in his time and way, 

We are next to ſhew the Cauſes of this unhappy 
ditemper ; why'it is, or whence it comes to pais, 
that men are ſo prone co doubt of Gods Truth, 
apon every difficulty or myſteries, that is in their 
way? And to queltion all, when they are ſtalled 
in anything; and todeny the very things that are 
certain, when they are puzzled, and ata oſs, but 
about the Manner, Cauſe, Reaſon, or Ends of 

. * them, - And among others, the Cauſes of this 
great Sin, are theſe follawing. _ ! 

1. Man is naturally deſirovs of Kaowledge, 
and to ſeethings intheir own Evidence. And therc-. 
fore, heis oft an unmannerly impati*nt ſaiter co 
be preſently admitted into the preſence Chamber 
of Truth; and to ſee her naked without delay. 
Natute will hardly be ſatisfied with believing ; 
winch js a-receiving of Truth upon cruſt from an- 
ther , no; though he give us the moſt convincing 
| | Arguments 


World ? Otherwiſe, it he had called you chicfly - 
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Atguments of his Veracity ; no, though ir be 
God himſelf : Nothing will fatisfie Nature, buc 
{ccing. 1i the wiſeſt men in the World tell thei, 
that chey ſee it, or know it ; if the workers of 
miracles, Chniſt and his Apoſtles, tell them that 
thiy fee ut ; ut God himſelf tells them thet he /ces 
;:; yet all this Coth not ſatisfie them, unleſs they 
may ſee it themſelves. TI hey think this is but to 
be kept at a Orſtance, without door; and whar 
may be within, they cannot tell : Every man 
bath an ungerftanding of bis own, and therefore 
would have a fight of the evidence himſelf; and 
ſo have a neerter knowledfe of the thing, and 
not onely a knowledpe of the Truth of the thing 
by the Teſtimony of another, how +nfallible ſo- 
ever, And therefore we are alt prone, when dif- 
ficulcies ſeem grear, to ſiy with 7 homas, [ Except 
1 ſee, 1 Will not believe. | John 10.25. Bui\ bleſſed 
arethey that have not ſeen, and yer have believed. | 
v. 29.How far this defire of Knowledge is in nature 
as from God, and how farit is in Natvuye; as cor- 
rupted, I will not ftand ro debate ; but thatir is 
in us we feel: And this'is a preparative Resſonof 
our Pas and dif-farisfaQion, if not a proper 
caule, ; wt bc % 

3. This nature of man is yet ſo mich more 
defirous to know, that though it do fee things in 
their own proper evidence, yet is it not ſatisfied, 
unleſs it alſo ſee the whole, and comprehend 
allchings with all their Reaſons, Cauſes, and 
Modes. Man affeReth - certain infiniteneſs 
in knowledge ; he would know alt that is know- 
able ; and ſo would be as God in __ 
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And if be be ignorant of any part, he rem ineth 

. unſatisfied , and fo is ready to quarrel with all; 
and likefroward children that throw away their 

,mear or.cloaths, or what e'ſe they have, becautc 
they cannot have what more they would have, 

Every kittle childe wili be asking you, not onely 

what is this ? OT, what 15 that ? bur alſo, why i; 

this ſo or [0 ? and, to what uſe uit, And ſc do men 

in the matters of God: Andif you farizfic them 

not- in- all, they will ſcarce be ſatisfied in ary 


thing. 

Thirdly, -Befides this, there is indecd a rear 
dependance of one truth upon another ; and they 
are (in Morality) as a well framed Building, or 
> as a Clock or Watch, or. the like Engine, where 
no one part can be miſſing without gre cr wrong 
to the whole. Now. when theſe men cannot ſee 
all, chey doindeed want thoſe helps chat are ne. 
ceſlary to the perfet ſeeing of any part; and 
then they have netthe Skill of making uſe of an 
imperfect knowledge, but are ready tg take it for 
none, till they conceit it full and perfe4; and 
thus are ſtill detained in unbelief, and quarrcelling 
with that which ehey did, or might know, be- 
cauſe of that which they did nor, or could not 


4 know. 
Le Fourthly, Moreover , it is moſt certain that 


IH when God calls us ar firſt to the knowledge of 
4 his cruth, | he findeth us in darkneſs ; and chourh 
x he bring us thence into a marvellous ght (4s 
Y | 26. 18. 1 Pet.2,9.) yet he doth this by degrees, 
C | | » andnot into the fulleſt light or meafurc of knov- 


ledge atthe firſt ; ſy chat we are atthe beginning 
| ut 
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bur Babes in knowledge It cannot be expeRted, 
that a man that was born blinde, with an indiſpo. 
fition of underſtanding to ſpiritual things, and 
that hath lived in blindneſs long, ſhould preſene. 
ly know all things, as ſoon as he is converted- 
They do rot ſo come to knowledge in earthly 
things, which they are more diſpoſed to know, 
and which are nearer to them, much leſs in hea- 
venly things. The Diſp:/itive blindneſs of the 
beſt Convert, 1s cured bur in part, much leſs his 
anal blindneſs. For (as I have ſaid before) if s 
man have his eyes never ſo perfectly opened, who 
before was blinde, yet he will nor ſee any more 
then is near him, , within fight : If he will ſee 
other Countries, places, or perſons, he muſt be ar 
the pains and pgtience of travelling to them. And 
ſo in this caſe, when God hath opened the eyes of 
the blinde, they muſt yer expeR ro know, but by 
degrees : O what abundance of things are yong 
Converts ignorant of, that are fit to be known ? 


' They are butentred into Chriſts School to learn ; 


and- can they think to know all the firſt day or 
year ; But alas, many thatart nominally entered, 
bring not withghem the true diſpoſition of Diſci- 
ples, and therefore quarcel with their Maſter and 
his Teaching, in ftead of diligent ſeeking after 


_ knowledge. Men have not the patience to ſtay 


at School, and wait on Chrifts teaching till they 
have got ſo much knowledge, as mighe diſpel their 
doubts. They muſt be taught all at once, though 
they are uncapable of ir, and muſt know all pre- 
ſently, or in & lictle time, and with lictle pains ; 


or elſe; they will not believe chat Chriſt can _—_ 
| them. 


TY TESTS wor ng i La, - ; 


__ "The rope TI 


. all oppoſers, an totely ſalve all 2. /th65N with» 


them. A ſo _ run Iway fro: like fog 
iſh, impatient Schollars? wan rom, bin, not beg 
-them ro more knowledge ,..and will nox ſtay. yþ 
cime that their own ignorance doth nazraly ri 
quire, for.ſo greata work. 

Fiſthly, And there is alſo much Diligence nec 
_ Gary, as well as time and patience, before men ca 
come to Io much under anding i in the heaver 
Myſteries, a to be able to reſolve the difficultie 
that occar. If you ſtsy never ſo long in < brii 
School, and z et be Truants bas Loyterers, aod 
will not take pains 3 nq wonder if. you remaig 
goa And yer-cheſe men will expet , tha 

ey ſhould know all things., and be facixfedin 
the anſwer of cyery "Objettion, or elſe they wi 
ſuſpe& the Truths of. Chriſt... Will. ficciog ſk 
in Chriſts School, help you rofearning > doyoy 
look that he ſhould t teach you, when you will aot 
Take Pains ro learn what be reacherh? You know 
in Law, in Phyfick, in the knowledge: of: any of 
the Sciences or La Agpaget, ng NO Man, Can come 10 
underſtand them,m PV cheſs fe ad chem againſt 


out Io long dib FRrnee 0 .and pains; 'takivg in. by 
Studies, as the prea Boas work require 
And ſhill every yong 5 part Student..in Theojog 
or every dul), unlearned Profeſſor, þ think wy 
through all Scriprure 4 ſo ca ly? 
will he ſuſpe& th on he ſhould keg 
It may be you have beep ks eſſors of Ghriftiani 
ty long ; bat have you ſtudied the Scriptures day 
and night, and conſulted with-men of judgment 
in ſuch chings, and diligearly read the, Pour 
al 
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oo that ſhould unfold them to you, and held on in 
ro this way, till you came to a ripeneſs of under- 
BY ſtanding, and ability to defend che crath againſt 
rel gain-fayers? If nor, what wonder, if every diffi- 
M8 culcy do puzzle you, after all your uoproficable 

cel dutics and profeſſion. 

call 6. Moreover, there is a preat deal of orher 
eohll knowledge neceffary to? che chrough-knowing of 
lief the ſence of Scriptures. Though the unlearned 
ri may know ſo much a$ is of abſolute neceſfity to 
aodl ſalvation, (and will fave; if ir be hearcily believed 
nauly 2nd improved ;) yetthere is much earning neceſ- 
that ſary to the fuller underftanding of them, and to 
dil the reſolving of all donbts* afid' difficulties that 
will my occur, And this is not becauſe Chriſt hath | . 
wt delighted ro! ſpeak 'obſcurely ; bur. becauſe our DE, 
you diſtance and imperfection, and the nature of the Jun 
nol ching, doth make fuch Jearniop to be neceſſary. 
wh Forif Chriſt ſprak in the Syriack tonptie, and if ; 
9.0 the'Seriptores 'bE' written in Hebrew and Greek, 4 
108 (which were chen fitteſt ro divilige it ;) how can ; 
it' de 'expeced)” That Enpliſhinen, Frenchmes, 
Gerthans, oFWny char 'anderſtand 'not thoſe Lan- 
grages,” ſhonild*utiderftabd them fo fully as thoſe 
eErhtdo? For'no bare Traviſlition, though never 
2B one, ward po u$the full fence of the Original 
Ker” Briides this, 'all*Conntreys have their - 
mxttliar proverbial ſpeeches , which are familiar \ 
With them, 'bue would "Teem'non-ſence, or of a 
"7 ontfary ſence to othrers, thar” were unacquainted 
yp ith them = "And Scriprare maſt and doth contain 
Y ch Proverbs, as were tiſaal wich thoſe, ro whom 

F: ws wrote, or the marter ſpoken, They bad alfo 
all : ; C | many 
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many peculiar cuſtoms of thu Countries, which | | 
a.c ſuppoſed in Scriptures winchif we underitand ſl ; 
nt, the pl.in Text will ſcem darktous. The Iſl , 
lik. we may ſay 0; matters v1 Geography, abour il - 
th: ſcicurtion of places; and of Chronology, for = , 
the dur computation of times ; and of other I 1 
Hiſtory, t-> know che ſtare of Church and Com- 2 
monwealch , and many other parts of learmog, a 
which che v- ry nacure of che macter proclaimeth g 
to be neceſſary for cherel lying of Scripcure-dif- M > 
ficu'ties. Now, when wnle-:ined men, or yorg } 5; 
raw Schollars, that wintall or moſt of theſe neceſ- I} ;þ 
ſaries, will yet. expe&\rhac they muſt underitand | ,, 
all. and ſ:e through all diffi- ulties, and be able ts | + 
anſwer every cavi:; whar wonder if they be fre- 
ently ftalled, and temp <d to unbebef, and lay, i ;y 
How cantheſe things be ?]] th 
If -you {:v, Thac . hen 1: ſecms none bur learn- i} 64 
ed men ruſt be able to reſolve theſe dc ubts, and NN ++; 
d-ferd the Scriptures agaialt appoſets ; aud we |} þs 
muſt rake all upog their words z T 
1 anſwer, You muſt explicicely know all chat is Þ fer 
of flat neceſſity gf Salvation, and legrg,a5 much of I oj, 
the reſt as yon can: Bur if ie be undeniable, that IN 6 
you do not know more, - that 1s, enough 1or the ©} +» 
reſolving Ff the forefaid dqubts ;; why ſhould Þ the 
Ef you be offended thag we tell you ſo? Erber you @ wit 
TY do indeed fee threugh all difficulcies, or you doi led; 
nct; it you do, then you arecſtabliſhed, you-F eqn 
a are none of thoſe thae I ſpeak of ; you will. not: ro7 
[| ſul ef cheeruth, oor. ſay, [. How can rhe/e things: YN fe 
i be ?] but youre able ro;confuce;all.char would; ſhif 
ſeduce you... But .if yau-de ver ſee thropghgbeln:f oft 
EE Mculcics, Y 31 
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| | difficul:ies: ſhould «on nor bumbly confeſs it, and 
| I for quarrel wich thoſe char tellyou ſo 2 And fos 
: raking it on others woras , you muſt in rezſon do 
TB ir, if you have n+ other way, andif you bave 
l 

r 


2099 


ae Or 


reaſon to think chit thy know that which you 
do not know : Butif you th:nk that che leargedſt 
mendo know no more then your ſelves, arfd are 
as unable to refolve | trzfe doubts, as you are; you 
go againſt the full lipf.t of the who'e worlds ex- 
perience, Let their writings bear witneſs, where 
in they do indeed refolve them : and do yeu call 
chem to a tryal, and fee witether they are abie or 
not? and ler any ther underſtandeth che matter, 
and is competent, be the Juice. — 
7. Yea, ſome men are fo far frotn having all 
Y, if tt foremertioned qualifica ions for knowledge, 
that they have "nor a natural ſtrengeh of under- 
1- i ffanding, or capacity 'to coriceive of difficulc 
dF things; and yer ey will expe& thar all ſhould 
ic | b+ mide plain co them, who cannoc underſtand 
0 2 plain caſe in Law, Phyſick, or ary other Pro- 
'* ' feſffon, that they are not verfed in, no, nor any. 
of F prexr difficulties in the things that they are more 
at Nl converſant'with. _.” 
he '$." Beſides this, it'is moſt cerfain, that.when 
id: Fl the beſt men bave done all" that they can, they 
ou, will here know but in pre: PerfeRtion of know- 
doi ledpe is reſerved for the time of our petfeR blefi- 
m wg - and tint ies in part, 15 oor like 
NF toe rhrouph every difficulty ; And this impet- 
$4 feQion FA whe the eoroarighn, which we 
ud! NPinonmention* doth'caafe theſe ſuſpeRings 
Fel of the Truthithtffidnld beearercained. 
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9. There are ſome truths «iſo which are not 
well underſtgod without expererce : Anditis 
onely SanQfication thac piverh that expericnce, 
And thereforethe uniandihed rake them buc for 
fancies ard ſuſpe rhe truth of that Word which 
doth aſſert chem. | 

10, But one of the greateſt cauſes of this ſin, 
is the pride of mers heart, which makes them 
forget their great ignorance, ſhallowneſs, and 
incapacity : Men have ſuch arrogant under- 
ſtandings,rhat be they never ſo empty, they think 
themſelves immediatly capable of receiving any 
rruth thar ſhall be delivered to them. And if they 
vnderf}a-d not whar they read or hear, they 
never juſpe their own wit, bur the writer or 
ſpeaker : Becauſe they aiec at age, and are now 
paſt childhood, they thiuk they geed no moreto 
muke them capable. Little know they the nature 
of that knowl:dge which they want ; and how it 
muſt be attained : Ttey' rao: thar there 158 
certain order, amoryg truths; and that one pre- 
ſuppoſech another; and all the lower arepre- 
requifire to the- higher: They know not how 
m ny handrceds of.che lower preparatory truths, 
mult be known before Jome of the higher: can be 
well urilerftood : They would go tothe topof 
the {tair5, without poing up the lower ſteps: It 
would make”a ſober man wonder to fee the 


impudente Pride and Arrogancy. of fome 1gn0- 
r:nt men ; that when they have need to (it. 


wany. a year it thefeerof ſome Teacher, and 


tambly learn char which chey know nor, they” 
will as confidently paſs a | preſent, ceniure/0n- 


the 
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the things that they underſtand not,' as if they 
were 8s throug'ily acquainted with them as 
the beſt: Andit they fee not the evidence of 
a Trath, chey will as confilently and ſcornfully 
call itan error, a+ if tiiey were indeed moſt expa- 
ble of judging of it: When men of true un- 
derftanding do ſce tht truct; as clear as the 
hoht. 

"if they hear a confident Seducer, that hath 
a plozing tongue, and plauſible cavils againſt a 
eruch, theſe arrogant wi:s will preſently con- 
clude, that he is in the right, an41 cannot be an- 
ſwered; as if no body cxn doit, becauſe they 
cannot: When, alas, men of nnderftanding may 
preſently difcern groſs ignorance, and abſurdity, 
n that which ſhiilow brains are ſo confident 
of, We can ſcarce meet with the man ſo gcelly. 
ignorant, but he 15 confidear of his own under- 
ſtanding, and wile in his own canceit : So 
that when we may expe that they ſhould ſay, 
[oat ignorant foiliſh wretcher are wer that can- 
mt underſtand the Word of Goa: They are ready 
to accuſe or ſuſpeR the Word, and ſay, [ How can 
theſe things be ? ] | 

11. And this Arrogancy is much incre+-ſed 
by the very nature of ipnocance, which is, to 
be even ignorant of it (elf, He that.nevs: ſ:w 
Wy an not what light is, not what dark- 
nels is as differing from light. A dcad man 
knows not what death is: A bruit knows not 
what bruitiſhnels is, becauſe he knows not what 
Reaſon is. . © 
- .There is a good meaſure of krowledge 
C3 neceſſary 
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neceſlary ro make ſome men to know their igne- 
rence. What can fhew a man hiserrur, but the 
contrary truch> This is it therefore that-hinders 
mens conviction, and makes them confident. in 
t- cir moſt falſe conceits; ſeeing they want both 
thac Lighr, and that Humility which ſhould take 
down their confidence. We have as much ado to 
mike ſome men know, thet they do not knoy, as 
to make them know, that which they know nor, 
when once rhey will believe that they do not 
know ie: Eſpecially, if men have bur any plauft- 
ble, natural wit, ora little cafte of lea:ning, or a 

lirtl- iſlominacion in ſome preater matters, which 
in grofs-1pnorance they do not underſtand , they 
preſently think thr 211 chings ſhould be now plain 
torhem. Tr is the ruine (or darfperous | erveriing, 
at Jeaſt) of many yong zealcus P:ofeſſors, that 
formerly lived in gre+t ignorance and ungodlinels; 
That when God hath ſhewed them their error, 
and brought them to ſee the excellency of a holy 
life; the new Light ſeems ſo glorious to them, 
that they think they know all things, 8nd nced but 
little more: And'now they are illuminated by 
the Spirit of God, they think rhey ſhould under- 
ſtand all cruths ar che firſt hearing, and ſee 
throogh all difficulties at the firſt conſideration; 
Lictle knowing how mpch lame: table igno- 
rance doth yet remain in them ; and how much 
more glorious a Lighe is yer before themg and 
how lirtle they knqw yet, in compariſon of that 
wich they do'not know : + So thar it is the natutt 
of the ignorant, eſfpecinlly half-witted men, thu 
have ſpme little knowled ge which may puff chem 
| up, 
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np,. to thHiak they hve char whieh indeed chey 
havenot; and Jv t» have thisariopincy of un- 
ers | derflunding , and ſpeak #gainſt the darkneſs of 
in erach , wen they ſhould jament-the darin: (s of 
"th B tha own underiiandings; an. ro think the Can- 
ke B dienspur «ur, v3 ihe Sucis darkned, becaulc this 
to Webisgrown over cher eyes, 

FT I2. > oreover, Eadtti y is a netural, deere 
rooted, obtii ate fing ind theref: re. no wordec 
ot if it be har{1+ overcome, :an:1 will be ttriving 1} US 
fi- & to che [46 , The ficit un of min, 1n beep the 
ra | Serpenc before God;, hath if; a vicou hactin 
<F ou nitve. M:rwnow ſoe raiiged irom God, 
ey Þ thatier the ieis 2cquannted with 13s voice, and 
in B the more dilt: uſttul ot ty», We are fo m chin 
pg, B the dark; that we are tie more cithdent, Whenas 
ac BY men knows not wherebe 1s, or wie 1s near lim, 
fs; Þ he 1s it feariul ;when he knows not what ground 
Ir, # be ſtands on, wh ther (fir, or quick- ads, he s 
ly Y eacurally apr co diltruſt ic: A. nnknewn God 
m, will nocbe well believes. | Were t« ift- ro cure 
ut Infidelity, all other fi s: woulkibe of rh more 
by B exlie cure. Hervm corquerorindee:thit through. 
r- Y ly conquers his. unbelict, Bur che muſt are capti» 
ee | vated dy jtto their perdition. 

1; 713: And it. fomew at adiech co this diſeaſe, 
0 That man is conſcious of decerfuloe's in himſelf, 
<F and from thence is apr co ſuſpeRt all achers, B - 
0 cauſe he findes 1imfelf bonb fallibie and fallacious, 
at beiready to chink-thac' God: h'mſeif us ſown ; 
ef [For corrupe:man is prone to queſtion , whe her 
uy tderebeany bighec:vertae, thca be bach experi. 
-ence of ta himſeif. v9 
48 C 4 | 14. Allo 


Infidelity and Arrogancy , ard queſhoningalh 
that men do not underſtand , that they. know nog 
the true natureof the Chriſtian State-and Life, 
' and build not in the order that Chrift; hath pre- 
ſcribed them. Chriſts method is this, That they 
fhould firſt underſtand and believe thoſe Eſfenti- 
als of Chriſtianity, withqut which: there is no 
Saivation ; and then engage them(clres to learn 
of him as his Diſciples; and fo to ſer themſelves 
to School to him, and live under his texcbing, 
that they may know by degrees, the reſt of bis 
will. . And his teaching is joyntly by his Word, 
Miniſters, and Spirit. Men muſt firſt lay the 
Foundation in an explicite faith, and hold to 
thoſe Fundamentals as of infallible certainty, 
acd not expect to know the reſt in a moment, nor 
without much diligence and patiexce, bur wait 
on Chfiſtin the Condition of Diſciples, to learn 
all the reſt, All this. is expreſſed in Chiifts Com- 
miſſion to lis Apoſtles, Afarth. 28. 19. :0, 21. 
Where he firſt bids chem Ciſciple the Nacions 
{which contains che convincing ther (at age) of 
the fundamentals, and piocuring their conſent; 
and then to baprize them, -ithat they. way be fo- 
lemnly engaged ; and then teach them to obſerve 
all rhings whatſaeyer.be commanded them; and 
this muft be the-work of ail their lives. 

Now here are two groſs Errors, contrary to 
this ſtabliſhed- order of Chriſt, which Pcofeflors 
do ofc ran into, to their own perditiow; The one 
is, when they.do not firſt lay the Fundsmentsis 4 
certainties, but hold them loolly, and are ready 

on 


14. Alſo it is x great occaſion of this finief-. 
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| onall occaſions to reduce them to doubtful and 
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uncerisin/-points; or toqueſtion them, though 
their evidence be never ſo full, becauſe of ſome 
defet of evidence in other points. 

Amoſt fooliſh and perverſe courſe, which will 
hinder any man that uſfeth it, from the trae an- 
defftunding of any Science in the World, For 
in.all Sciences there are ſome undoubred Princi- 
ples which muft be firſt laid , and it muſt not 
be expeRted, that all points elſe ſhould be of e- 
qual neceſſi:y or evidence as they : Butif we 
ſhould meet with never: ſo much doubtfuineſs 
inany of the ſuperftruQtare, yer theſe principles 
muft Rijl be held faſt. For he that will be Rill 
plucking up his Foundation, opon every error in 
the building , is never lixe' ro perfeRt his 
work, | 
+ The fecond-common Error, is, That as Pro- 
feſſors do not Izy the Foundation as certain, ſo 
they do not unſeignedly ſet themſelves in clfe 
true poſture of Diſciples or Schoſlars to ſearn 
the reſt, bar think themſelves paſt Schollars 
when they have gone to School, and engaged 
themſelves ro Chriſt, their Teacher. This is 
the undoing of the greateſt part of the viſible 
Church: ; 

If they come to the Congregation, it is not 
45 Schollars to School, but as Judges to paſs 
ſentence of the Do@rine of their Teachers, be- 
tore they underſtand it : And if they reade 
the Scripture; it is in the ſame ſort. When 
they are at a loſs, through any = occurrent 
lithculty , they do not go co their Teachers 
as 
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as humble Schollars, to learn the true ſence tot 
the Word, and the (olution:of their doubts : Buff kad 
they go as confident ceniurers, 3nd as bois-chuffl po 
will go to School to diſpute with their Miſter ff to: 
and notto learn; and therefore,: no w nder iff nee 
. they curn ſelf-conceited H rerick+ or infidels : Forfl the 
Chriſt bach reſolv:d, thar riie moſt ie:rned 5n({ the 
worldk-w ſe, if they will come t&: Scho:4 to tim 
as his Diſciples, mu come 28 little Chi'dren : con. 
ſcious of their 1gn-»rance, and humble enough f ing 
£ ſoubaic to hs InſtruQRi2ns, and not proudly con. Þ fre 
ceited, that chey are wiſe enugh already: and} an 
they muſt wait upon bjs Teaching. year after on 
yerr, and not think, that they are capable of a wh 
preſent underſtanding of each revealed Truth. thi 
5. Laſtly, Beſides all the former cauſes of | th 
this Sin, ſome men ate judicially deſerted, and 
lefc to the pow:r of their Arrogancy and Infide-- || - of 
liey. When God hatch ſhewed men the light of F of 
| Fbadamental verities, and inſtead of: hearty: «n- Ti 
| of terfaining and obeying them, they will impriſoa £ þ; 
£54 them in unrighteouſneſs, »nd receive notthe truth 
Th in the love of it, that they may be ſaved: God 
" : Oft gives them Over to believe a lie, and ro rejet 
| that Truch which would have ſaved them, it they 


m 
G1 
eV 
; nr 
wit had received ir. V 
Fi I have noted many Profeſſors that have lived F it 
iN in pcide, fleſh-pleafing , or ſecrer filthineſs, or | w 
v1 unrighteouſneſs, or worldlineſs, and would not 3 # 

ſee, nor forſake their ſin, buc hold on an ther | V 

profefiion, and their luſtsrogerberg that theſe 3 

are-moſt commonly given over to:groſs Hereſics, r 


orIntidelity « For-whea they are once captivated 
to 
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off rochci! ficſhly luſt, and inrereſt, and yet reade and 
palfl know the damnablcneſs of ſuch a Rate, they have 
haſl poway !cfc co quiet the r Conſcience, but eithec 
ter, to delicve that Scripture is falſe ( and then they 
r iff] need not fear its chreacnings, ) or elle to leave 
zorfÞ their ſins with confellion and contrition; which® 
nd theic carnal hearts and intereſt will not permit. 


"n. From what hath been faid :[ready inthe open- Uſe. 
6 | ing of this point, we may fee what a corrup: and 
n. | froward heart is in man, asto the matters of God, 
nd | and his own Salvation : Three nocable corrupni- 
er | ons are together comprehended in the differ per 
a | which we have here deſcribed, and exo: (red m 
the common incredulous queſtioning, [ How can 
of theſe things be ?] | 
id Firſt, -You may hear in this queſtion, the voice 
e-- | - of Ignorance. Men have loſt che true knowledge 
of | of God, and of his works eſpecially in >p:rituals. 
T he natwral man diſcerneth chem not ; for they ave 
ſfparitually diſcerned, 1 Cor.2,14. We arc asblind 
men groaping in the dark . ata laſs npon ever 
difficuiry that occurs. Evidence or truth is n5 
evidence to. us, becauſe our underitandings are 
nnprepared to receive it, and b: ſhut again(t ic. 
When we ſhould loye the i ruch, we cannor fiade 
it; when we ſhould glorifie the God or Troch, 
we know him nor, but in our hearts ſay as Pilato, 
What is Truth? And 23 Pharaoh, Who « the Lord? 
We are grown- ſtrangers to the way that we 
ſhovid ga home in; and firangrraco the voice 
that ſhould cell us the way, and'ro the hand chat 
ſhonid guide us iq it ; end ſtrangers to cbs 
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44 The Arrogancy of Reaſon + 


* alſo, the perverſeneſs of mans underſtanding}; 


everlaſting home that we ſhould go to. So thal;: 
inſtead of a chearful foilowing our Guide , we 
are crying out at every turnicg, [ How can thif 
things be ?] 

2. And here is comprehended and manifeſted 


that will needs begin at the wrong end of his 
Bok, and read backward» : And « her: he ſhould 
be firit inquiring, [| Wherher theſe things be ſo, vr 
nor 7] He will needs be firlt reſoived, FHow they 
can be ſof)] And he will not believe, that rhepeny 
be ſo, till he knows, how they can be ſo, Where. i; 
as common reaſon would teach us in other 
things to know firſt , yherher it be /o 6- 10, be- 
fore we come to the How can it beſo Woe may 


ealily be certain of the Being of  chouſand 
Chings, when we cannot be certain , How they Fcbere 
be ; ther 


3. Andlaſlly, here is manifeſted alſo the un. By;m/ 
reverent Arropgancy of man, that will preſume to 
call his Maker to account, andto knowof hin 
the Reaſons of his works, and how they cane, 
before he will believe them ; and fo he will 
needs queſtion the very power of God. For to 
ſay, How can it be ? is 8s much as cofay, How 
Can God do it ? As if we were fit Judges of his. 
ways, and able to comprehend bis infinite power, 
and the ſeveral paths of his unſearcbable coun- 
Jels.- He «great 5n connſel, and mighty in work,, 
Jer. 32.19. He made the Heaven, . and the Earth: 
by bu great oWer, and nothing us too hard for him, 
Verſ. 17. The Pophet -1/as«s anſwer ſhopld 
(uffice;to all ſach incredulons queſtions, 7/as, 28. 


20, 


T- 2zanft Divinity, Repreſſed © 


$9. This cometh from the Lord of hoſts, who 
Wi Wonder fol 5n comnſel, and excellent in Wwork- 


np. 
Tace alſo we ſee what unteachable Schollars 
hriſt hath 1n his School, and conſequently, how 
Sitient, and grations a Maſter heis. When we 
iWhould be ſubmiſſively enquiring, we are incre. 

ſeſouſly diſputing; and we will needs be wiſer 
hen our Maſter, and queſtion, whether he 
each us righc or wrong. It is a wonder of mercy, 
hat he ſhould pardon ſo great dulneſs, and un- 
profitableneſs in us; and ſhall we after this de ſo 
inſenfible of that fin of ours, and of char grace 
ff bis, as to fall a queſtioning him, and his 


ſelves 2 


therefore we muſt enquire, and try the ſpirits, whe- 
ther they btuof 5 0d, or nor, even the FLaK of Chriſt 
. Bhimſelf ?* —- 

0% Arr. TheSpirit of Chriſt fears not a jaſt 
v Ftryal: Had not Chrift brought ſufficient evi- 
) 

4 


the anbeheving world for not receiving it. I 
bave ſhewed you already how fully be hath ſeal- 


hath delivered his DoRrine to the world. But 
why do you not acquieſce in theſe confirmed 
verities > when once Chriſt bath. given ſatficienc 


eruth, and lay the þlame on him from our 


Objet. Bur we muſt not believe all things ; aud 


dence of his truth, he would nat have condemned 


edit; Teſtamenr, and wich what atreftations he 


proof of his Dorine,muſt it be queſtioned again, 
becauſe ir is- wonderful ? © and becfiuſe, that the 


manner of it is beyond your reach ? Inquire firſt, 


whierher it be « Revyclation from God, or not: * 


And 
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| and if it had no divine atteſtation, or evidengh#h« 


thar it is of God, then you might reje& ir 1 
out ſin or danger, when you finde it to cont 
things fo far beyond your reach: But when 
hach pur his Seal to ir, and proved ic to he hi 
own; if af:er this you will be queſtioning it, þ 
cauſe of the ſeeming contebicliggs or1m proba 
bilities, you do but queſtion che wiſdom # 
power of the Lord: As if he had no more wil 
dom, then youcan reach and fathom ; yea, thei 
youcan cenſure and reprove? Oc, asif he cou 
do no more, then you can ſec the way #nd reafor 
of, and-arc fic co takean account of, 

F do therefore exhort al; that fear the Grea 
Name of God, and love their own Souls, Thit 
they take ſpecial heed agiinſt rhis dangerous fin; 
Think not-rh& Proved-Sezled- Word -of God, is 
ever the more-to b: ſuipeRed, becanſe rharcheiF 
macter3in-icdo'feem ſtrange; and unlikely ro your 
Reaſon. And think not that you ſhuvld'compre- i 
hend' the- myſterious countels and ways of God. 
Lec your underſtandings medirate on Scriprute 
difhculties; rbat-yon-may learn to reſolve them; 
but ſuffer nor-the apprehenſion of thoſe d ffical 
ties' to make you once queſtion the Truth of 
God ;- but #bhor ſuch :a chought as ſoon as it 4-1 


riſeth, and cat it: with dereſtation out of yoit I 


hearts. 
To perſaade-you the more effet»ally | I be 
ſeech you do bne wergh :impartially, beſides whit 
15 ſaid before, theſefoilowirig contideratioi's' ''** 
n, Cenfider, who char Gud is whoſe wiys ft" 
doſt-io preſumptuouſly paſs thy cenſute of? 
1, 


whole 
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againſt Pioiniry, Repreſſ. d 47 
hoſe Word chou calleft co the Bir ot thy Juop. 
nent þ bs Infinite wiſdom fic to be examined by 
re2 ort: e Works of Infinite power to be tryed 
y thee? If there were noting wondertul in his 

ofd or Works, they would not believe the 
Mijefty of God ; nor che Saviour of the World, 
boſe Nawe 1s Wonderful, Counſellor, the Mighty 
Gd 1{ai.y 6. Gods Name mu't be written upon 
1s Word and Works, and all muſt bear ſome 

Wart -of his Image ; and eteretore have ſomewhat 
nehem that 1s incomprehenfible. Shall che Infi- 
te Gr havemno Word or Work, but whar may 
dc comprehended by ſach as we? I ferioully pro- 
c(s, that 1t oft amflierh me, co chink charwe 
vuld know fo nog God ,. his Will, and 
Vays, as we do? en I conſider the infinire 
{Wiſtance between him (and us, I mufti admire that 
re are made ſo much acquainted with his minde, 
zur Pod that he hath cold us ſo much of bis myſteries 
re- (5 fe h-th done, and muſt ſay | #hat vs man that » 
od. ſ ho# art mindful of him, and thi Sonof Man that 
fe- bow ſo v4 teſt and regar aeſt kim.) Pal. 3 4. 7ob 


nm; 17. Wien ] contider bow Intle a poor Worm, 
Mr Bird, or eaſt, knowsof me that 'am made of 
Whe (ame fl-ſh with bim ; and how' much man 
2: W005 of che mide of God, who is infinitely 
or Wiſtant from him, ic mskes me admireart the Pro- 


1:ence thar hach ſo ordered it. IF a Beaſt could' 
far confider, and difcou: fe; would it not be 
oliy in him to call my\wricings, words, and ways, 
0che Bat, andto ſuſpe& thoſe as fatſe tharare' 
deyond bis reach | and> to ſay. {| How ca theſe* 
Wg be? ] Why, alas, they we pb 
$i thou- 
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thouſand times neerer to us, then we are- vne 
God. O then let us thankfully open kis boe 
and look upen his words and works, and bleſs hix 
that hath condeſcended fo far to man, and lifte 
up man ſo neer to bimſelt in knowledge, in com 
pariſon of other inferior creatures; and make 
much of chat meaſure of knowledge which wi 
have : But do not think to meaſure the Creacioollfl 61 
of God, nor to comprehend bis ſecrets; m bur 
leſs himſelf. Merhinks the reading of thoſe foulffl wo 
fop 

4 


Chapters in 7eb before cited, containing Gods ex 
poſtulation with him, mighc do much co humble 
an Arrogant wit, and to make it ſubmit to infinite 
wiſdom. Alas, the veryghagels cannot compre 
bend God, and whethe RW Crears can imine. 
diately ſe@ his Eſſence, WE'cannot now 8ffirm: 
Admirations do better beſecm the higheſt of his 
Creatures, then bold expoſtulations. The flamiog 
wo 1% Mount might nor be touched. You cannotea- 
1 » dureto gaze upon the Sun, which is Gods Crea- 
Fi.1 tore : Should you.approach too near it, you 
| would be conſumed by its beat. And dare youde 

| ſo bold with the higheſt Majeſty 2 It were not 
"| greater folly to imagine that you. can ſpan the 
Fat | Earth 'in your hand, or bat you can reach the ſ Gvi 
| Sun with your finger, then to imagine that you 
me | ' are meer toexpoſtulate with God. and. thatall 
nu : muſt be unreaſonable in bis Word or Works, 
| where your wit is not able to difcern the Realoa. 
b Surely, | Hu thoughts are not 4s oxr thoughts, nar 
L' | 6 W471 4s Our Ways ; but as far 45 the Heaven # 
= above the Earth, ſo far are. bu thoughts and ways 
E | above ome, hai.gy. 789] © a 
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neareſt Divinity, Kepreſſed. 
And as you cannot comprehend the thoughts 
-vnd ways of God; ſo you are ſurely unfit to cox» 
rralift them : The chuilde will ſubmit co the wiſe 
6m of his Father , and the Schollar of his 
Matter, and will bel:;eve them when they cannor 
-rexch the reafon of their ſayings : They will not 
fettheic wits againſt chem, though they berea- 
nable Crearures, as well as they. Ir was the 
humble expreſſion of men of old , when they 
would contemn themfſclves,in com pariſon of their 
ſupericrs, to call themſelves Þ A a:ad dg] or[4 
fra, ] 7 Sams 24. 14. and 30. :o, David bHim- 
ſe}f doth ſo to Sex/. What may we then call our 
ſelves, in compariſon with the Lord, but evenno- 
thipp and lefs rheFnathing, and lighter then 
WU vanicy ? and ſhould nothing contend with immen- 
WH fity and Eternity ? Should aFica diſpute with a 
gl Learned manand ſay [| Hew can theſe things be ] 
0- How muck: lefs ſhould wel: diſpute v.ith God ? 
a-W if a man do bur look up to the height of the 
viſtble Heaven.or look down into ſome exceeding 
depth, it will make him be ready torremble: with 
what dread and ſubmiſſive reverence then ſhould 
or mindes look to the height and depch of the 
Gounſels of the Lord? D>renot therefore any 
mere '0 quarrel with his wiſdom . bur ſay as 706 
when God had non-play'c him, ob 42. 2,3. [7 
know that thew canft do every thing , and that no 
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a. if thought can be withholden from thee, who tis he that 
« B Hidth counſel without knowledge ? Therefore have 
” £ witered thar ] nuderſtcod not ; things roo wonder- 
1 Bf for me, which 1 know nor. 

' 2 Conlider alſo whar we are owr ſelves, as well 
iy D as 
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as what that God is with whom we do expaſta- 


late. The Lord knows we arc hilly Crecures for 
ſach an egdertsking | Cain {ch breathing lumps 
of earch, ſuch walking duft, iuch bags of filth, be 
fit to enter a diſpute with God? Ang chough they 
are nob!e ſouls that are chus meinly houted, yer 
never erdowed or fitted for fhtch 2 rack. A foon 
or ſhell may as well contain the whole Ocean, as 
our narrow underſtandings compreticnd the 
counſels of God, Are our underſtandings infinite, 
tht we ſhould think to comprei:end the Reaſons 
of the words and ways of the Lord , any further 
then he hath condeſcence. to reveal them ? Our 
eyes m:.y 58 well expe an un'tmited vilion , and 
tink to ſee beyond the Sun.ss cur under ſtandiges 
expeR ſuch a boundleſs inteilcRion, 1i's a wonder 
that ſo much knowledge as we have, ſhould be 
found in a ſoul that'e houſed in clay; ang ſhall we 
preſumethart we have ſo much more then we have? 
Je was the fioful Arrogaricy of our firtt p:reatsto 
ce/ireto be as Gods in Knowledge : «nd ſhall we 
goſo far beyond them in our Arrogancy,as 0 pre- 
fame that we are attwalty ſuch inceed ? 

And irs 6bſervable what cont:adiciicons there be 
among {t:tul principles, and how proue inficelny 
doth condemn ic fſeif: Theſe unbelievers have iuch 
low thoughts of mens ſoul, char they think i doch 
but gracually differ in its rational-power from the 
toul of a bruit; and therefore thirk ir cannot be 
immortal : and yer the very ſame men that think 
not the foul ſo nobleas:to be immortal, do think 
it fo capable of ciſputing with God, and compre- 
"coding the reaſons of his Truths and ways, on 
IM 


%. OS bros tht ale be 


R_— — — — toy (anos ra ee : 
— 
rt ene” 


| againſt Divmity, Kepreſſed. 


they are ready ro deny the moſt confirmed 
Truth , if chey do nor reach the maner and Ends 
$ and Reaſons of it, and God ſhall not be bclieved, 
e unleſs their Reaſons be ſatisfyed in all theſe, and 
Y unleſs they are able to take fo full a view of the 
ti whole body of Truth, as to anſwer all gain-ſayers, 
n 8nd reconcile ail ſeeming contrediRtions, they will 
$M nottake Gods word ro be his word, Yea with the 
e WF wretched Atheiſt God ſhall nor be God, becauſe 
e, he cannot comprehended him: He ſhall not be in- 
BW finice, in Immenſity and Ecernity, becauſe that he 
er cannot comprehend this Immenſiry and Eternity. 
ri And fowi.h the Infidel, Chriſt ſhall be no Chriſt, 
id and the Trinity no Trinity , becauſe his ſhallow 
5 braincannot compretend tie myſteries of the in- 
et F carnation, the Hypoſtatical Union and the Trini- 
be] ty So that the ſamie min will have bis ſoul to be 
xe but as the ſoul of x dog forkind, and yet will 
<2 have it more comprekentive then the very Angels - 
0 inHeaven, ard think it ſo compecent a Judpe of 
we Gods Counſels, that he will preſume to condemn 
7- them, if he ſee rot the Reaſons of them. 

3- Conſider , Doth not certain experience tell ' 
be you that you are utterly unable folly to under- 
47 ſtand the nature and reaſons of thoſe works of 
MF God, that are daily viſible before your eys? 1 will 
bY not ay,onely of the greater and more diſtanr,but 
the Y even of the leaſt, or of any one of them. I am con- 
be fident that there is not the leaft flie or worm or 
icy pile of graſs (moch more the Sun and other Pla- 
u0kB nets) but that which we know bf them , is much 

leſs then that which no man knows. And ſhould 

ſuch poor anderftandings then be ſo Arrogant as 

tothink to fathom the Counſels of God, and re- | 
: D 0 jet 3 
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reje& his plain revealed Truths, becauſe they ſee 
not, How ſuch things can be. 

4. Conſider, What a ſtream of experience do 
you ſin againſt inthis Arrogancy.Doth notevery 
Study that you fall upon, and every days buſineſs 
that you are engaged in,moſt pliinly diſcover the 
weakneſs of your underftandirgs> Why elfe do 
you learn no falter, and know no more? Why are 
you not yet abſolate maſters in all Sciences and 
Arts? Yea why are you ſo defeRiveinall? And 
yet will you preſume to d:ſpure with God, and 
reje& his Truths as unreaſonable, after all this ex- 
perience of your own infirmity, and of your un- 
ticneſs for works that are ſo much lower ? 

-*. 5. Conſider, Whether by this ſinful Ar. ogancy 
you do not equal your underft:zndings with 
God+? For if you mult be able to ſce the Reaſon 
of all his Truths and ways, and will control them 
becauſe you ſee not the reaſon of chem , doth nor 
this imply that yeu ſuppoſe your ſelf roequil 
him in underſtanding? Ard what greater madneſs 
can you be guilty of, then ſuchz conceit? Sozlſo 
when you quarrel with the word as if it contained 
things thar are unriphteous , and ſtrengthen 
your unbelief by ſuch conceits, whate do you but 
fay, that you are more righteous then God ? Oh 
chiok cot that the fool: ſhneſs of man is wiſer chen 
God,or that our darkne(sis comparable to hisin- 
compreheniible lighr, or our uarighteou ſneſs to 


his perfeR' Juſtice; or that we are fit Judges 


of theſe h1s perfeRtions. Hear that voice that £- 
1iphaz heard , from the Spirit that paſſed before 


him in the Viſions of the nighr, Fob 4.1 3,12;15, 
10, 
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6,15,18,19,20,21. [ Shall mortal may be more 
juſt then G o4 ? ſhill a man be moye pure then 
hu Maker ? Behold be put m1 truſt in his ſervants, 
and hu Angels ke charged With folly : how much 
leſs on them that dVvvcli 1 houſes of clay, whoſe founs 
aation. 4 in the duſt, which are cruſhed before the 
woth : They are deſtrcyed from morning to evening: 
they periſh for ever Without any regaraing it : doth 
mt their excellency which ts in them go aWvay? they 
dis, even Wi. hout wiſd m.} 

'6. Conſider further, that it is the very nature 
of Faith to believe the thing revealed or teſtifyed, 
upon the meer credit of the teſtifyer or revealer, 
If therefore you will hive no ſuch implicite belief 
in God, ycu will bave no faith at all. Toſeea 
thing in its own Evidence, is not to Believe. The 
formal obje& of faith is the veracity of God : 
Reaſon aſſures us firſt that God cannotlye: and 
next it diſcerneth by evidence, chat [7 his #5 Geds 
word, or a Divine Revelation |: and then we may 
wdl build upon thus foundation, that ezch parti- 
cu'ar of this Revelation is true. So that iris no 
trac Belief , if the credic of the Teſtifyer be not 
the reaſon of your Aſſent. If therefore you mult 
ſee the reaſon of Gods revealed truths, and the 
very manner and end of all his works. before you 
will believe, this is as much as openly to proclaim, 


that you will be no believers atall, You will Aſ- 


ſent to the words of the f:lſeft Lyar , as long as 


| you ſee the Evidence of cruth inthe things them- 


ſelves which they report: And will you give no 
more creditto God then to ſuch a one? Will you 


believeGod no further then you ſee aCogent Evi- 
D3 dence, 
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cannot deceive you therein if he would > Why, 
thus far yo! will believe the worſt of tnen + For 
indeed this is no belicvingar ail. Tf you do nar 
firſt believe thet God cannot lye, and (o that all 
thar he ſaith is crue, you have no belief in himar 
all. 

7. If you areChritians, yoa are Chrifts Diſci- 
ples, and therefore muſt wait on him in rhe hum- 
ble poſture of learners. And he thit will nc whit 
credit this reacher . 15 not like ro learn, If you 
will nor believe him, bot affent oneiy' to thar 
which is evident of ir ſelf without his word , then 
how are you his Scholars? 

8. Will yon allow your own children or Scho- 
lars to do ſo by you ? If they thould diipute with 
you inſtead of believing you, and fo ſhould rejet 
all that you teli them as falſe, chatis beyond their 
capacity as to the reaſo1s and manner; you would 
not think that they did their ducy Wt en a ſchool- 
maſter is teaching his ſcholars their leſſon , ſmall 
they inſtead of learning, diſpute it with their ma- 
Ner, and in every difficulty or ſeeming contradi- 
Qion, unbelievingly fay., [ How cas theſe thirgs 
be ]? Be notguilty of thac cowards God , which 
you would not havea child be guilty of to a 
man. 

9. Confider afo, if this courſe be taken,whether 
ever you be like to come to knowledge. For the 
knowledge of things whoſe Evidence is all in the 
Revelation, and the credir of the Teſtifyer,can be 
no other way attained but by believing: All 
things ſeem ttrange and difficult at firſt, to on 

that 
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tha: have not learned them. If you underſtand 
all things already , what need you to learn any 
more? If you do not, thena!l thar you ander- 
ſtand will appear t you at firſt as darkneſs or 
concradiction. If now you will be ſo confident of 
your own underſtandings, es to caſt away all that 
you urderftand noc alrcady, becauſe it (ems con- 
tradiRory or unlixely, how 2re you like to knaw 
any more? If you w:ji conclude that alf is falſe 
which you unuzrNand not already, you are like 
ro make but unprotirable ſcholars, Well there- 
fore ſaith So/omon, Priv.- 6.12. | Secſt tha aman 
wiſe tn his own conceit ? there is more hope of a fool 
then of him ] For certainly it is a double degree 
of folly, for a man nor onely ro be ignorant of 
the chings of God , bur alſo to be ſo ignorant of 
his own 1gnorarce, And we mult be at more pains 
to make tuch proud men know that they do not 
know, then co make the humble ro know the 
truths themſelves, which they perceive that they 
yet know nor. And therefore Paw/doth not only 
bid us | Be not wiſe in your own conceits_| Rom. 12 
16. Butalſo, intimates that ignorance is the cauſe 
of ſuch conceits of wiſdom, Rem. 11.25. [ For / 
would not . brethren , that ye ſhould be 19gnorant of 
this myſtery, leſt ye ſhould be wiſe in your 0Wn con- 
ceits. ] As Solomon faith of the fooliſh ſluggard, 
that | He 7s wiſer, in his own conceit then ſeven 
menthat can renacr a reaſon} Pre.20 16. 
10. Conſider, Whether in this caſe you joyn 
not impudency and inhumane ingraticude to your 
Arrogancy > When Chriſt condeſcendeth to be- 


come your teacher, and you are loyterers and 
D 4 Cullards 


_ 
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of your time in his ſchoole, is it nora preat mer- 
cy now, that he will yetentertzin yon and inſtru& 
you , and doth not turn you out of his ſchoole? 
And will you, inſtead of being thankful for this 
mercy, fall a quarrelling with his truth, and cake 
on you tabe wiſer then he,when you have ſo pro- 
voked him by your ignorance and anprofitable- 
neſs | Will you flyein his face , with audaciow 
unbclieving queſtions , and ſay [ How can theſe 
things be. ] ASif it were he that knew not what 
he faid , and not you that did not underſtand 
bim ? 

It. Conſider, How eaſily can God evince the 
verity of thoſe paſſages which you ſo confidently 
rejea, and open your eyes to ſee that as plain as 
the bigh-wasy,, which now ſeems to you fo con- 
tradiory or improbable > And then what will 
you have to ſay for your unbelief and Arrovancy, 
but to confels your folly and fit down ic ſhime? 
You know when any difficult caſe is propotinded 
eo you in any other matter , which you can ſce 
no probable way ro reſolve, yet when anotaer 
hath reſolved it to your hands in a few words, 
it is preſently all plain toyon, and you wonder 
that you could not ſee it before. You are 8 
one thac wearyeth himſelf with fiudying to 
unfold a Riddle, and when he hath given it 
over asimpolſlible, .another openeth it to him in 
«s word. Or asI have ſeen boys at p'ay with 
a yeir of tarrying Irons , when one hath ſpent 
mary hours in trying to undo them, and caſts 
them away, as if it could not bedone, _ 

, ther 


dullards and will not learn, but hare Joſt the moſt; 
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it-Brher. preſencly. and eaſily opens them before 

r-/| his: face. So when you have puzzelled your 

& | brains in ſearching our the reaſons of Gods 

*? | ways, and ſeeking to reconcile the ſeeming 

is © contradictions of his word , and* ſay [' How 

ke if can eveſe things be ] in a moment can God 

0- | ſhew you how they can be, and make all plain 

e- || to you, and make you even wonder that you 

ws | aw it not ſooner, and aſhamed that you opened 

/e | your mouth in undelief, How plain is that to 

at | a man of knowledge, which to the ignoranr 

df ſeems impoſſible » If the certain event did not 
convincethem, you ſhould never perſwade the 

ie | ignorant vulgar, that learned men know ſo 

ly & much of the motions of the Planets, and can 

as i fo long before tell the Eclipſe of Sun or Moon, 

- | to a Minute. - Burt when they ſee it come to 

11} paſs, they are convinced. Thus can God con- 

', | vince thee of che verity of his word, either by 

' I # m:cciful illumination, or by a terrible execu- 

(I tion. Forthere is not a ſoul in Hell but doth be- 

eſ licve the cruch of .the threatnings of God. 

WM Aud the Devils themſelves Believe , that would 

s, Wl draw thee to unbelief. 

rf 12; Laſtly, Take heed of the very begin- 

v W nings of this ſin ; for it is the ordinary way to 

of total Apoſtalſy ; when men have once ſo 

if far loſt their humility and modeſty , and for- 

in got that they are men, or what a man is, 

hl as to make their ſhallow Reaſon the cen- 

vt facer of Gods Word, becauſe of certain ſeem- 

is ing imprpbabilities; and when they will not 

(| relt ſatisfyed in the bare Word of God, 

X  _ thus 
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| them bur a falſe judgement > For thovghtheſþ 


thas it is z but they muſt needs know | why, , 
hew it can be |, this opens the looc-gate of remſſpi 
prations upon them ; for the envious Serpent will: 
quickly ſhew chem more difficulties then rheihi 
ſhallow brains can anſwer; and will cull out a 
thoſe paſſages of Scripture, which are hard 
be underftood , which the unlearned and unſtable 
Wreſt to their own deſtruction, 2Per. 2:15, He wil 
{hew them all «he knots , bur never ſhew thenſſvi 
how te untye them. Such arrogant quefioners 
& cenſarers of Gods word,do of run 0N to utter 
infidelity; while they are incompetent Judges, 
and do not know it, what can be expectcd from 


light ſhinech in darkneſs, yet the darknels com-i 
prehendeth ic no*: Fib 1.5. and therefore pre-fſþo w 
ſumerh to condemn the hight. 
O cherefore let a|l young , raw ſtudents , and 
unſctled wits take heed in the fear of God, that 
they exalt nor themſelves,and that they think not 
their weak underſtandings to be capable of con- 
prehending the counſels of God , and p: ſling aj 
cenſureupon hisword,upon th: nature of the mat- 
ter as appearing unto them. Nay let the ſharpelt 
wits, and greateſt ſcholars ſtoop down before the 
wiſdom of God, and behave rhemſelves as hum 
ble learners, and enter as little children into hit 
ſchoole and Kingdom, and ſubmiſſively puc their Al 
mouths in the duſt , and take heed of ferting theitYpro1 
wits againſt heaven , or cballenging the infinite I of 
wiſdom to a diſputation. If they love themſelves, nera 
let them take this advice, and remember thatGod and 


delighteth to ſcatter the proud in the iea3gination to bt 
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 cheir own hezrts, Loke 1.51.and to pull down 
Wſpiriog ſinners ro cthe' duſt. As they thac would 
£their power againſt God , would ioon be con- 
inced of their madacls by cheir ruine; ſo they 
at will ſer rheir wiicom againſt him. xre like to 
cape no better, \ Ler no man deceive himfelf: if 
#7 man among you (cemeth to be wiſe 1n thu world; 
Wer him become a fool. thar he may be Wiſe . for the 
Bri/dom of 1/48 world ts focli/hneſs with God : For 
t 1 Written, he taketh the wile in their own crafts- 
ſs: And again , T be Lord kxoweth the thoughts 
the w/e that they are vain] 1Qor.2 18,19,20,. 
Objea. But Would you not have men ſatislyed 
pf the reaſenavleneſs of what they believe? ſhall 
m-Wnev believe that Which 3s unreaſonable? thu were 
8 Wake 15 mad, and not ( hriffians. 

Axſw. You mutt believe norhing bur what you 
have ſuthcient reaſon ro believe, But then you 
muſt know what is fotficienc reaſon for Bclief. 


not Prove but the thing to be the Teſtimony of God, 
n-Mand then you have ſufficient reaſon to believe it, 
ga Iwhatſoeveric be For®Faith proceedeth by this 
at-MArgumentation [ whatſoever God teftifyeth 
ell MT rae: Bur this God teſtifyeth ; Therefore it is 


true. ] You have as good reaſon to believe the 
Major,as that there is a God:and he that acknow- 
ledgeth nota God, is unworthy to be a man- 
All that you have to look after therefore ts to 
prove the Minor, that ["rh:s or that is the word 
of God] And as concerning the Scripture in ge- 

,oeral, it carryeth ſufficient Reaſon to warrant 
od land oblige any man thatreadeth or heareth it, 
- to delieve jr, inthe forehead of it. It ſhineth by 
0 | its 
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It ſhinech by its own light , and it beareth hiſor: 
certain ſeal of Heaven. So that we have goo 1 
Reaſon to believe the Scripture , or Doarinehato 
Chriſt to be the word of God : And then we hae 

as good reaſon to believe it, andevery part of 

to be true. And then whar ground is there for 

ny further exceptions or obje&ions > Whenye 
have ſeen the ſeal of God affixed , and perceive 
ſafficient evidence of the verity of the whole 
what room is left for cavils apainft any pa 

of it? 

Object. Put it « certain that God never fook 
contradiftions . T berefore if I finde contraditiion 
in the Scriptures, may I not rationally argue thi 
they ave not the Word of God ? 

Anſw. Yes, if you could certainly and i 
fallibly prove your Minor , that Scripture hatiſſſi 
ſach contraditions. Bur that's nor a thing thai 
a ſober man can be confident of proving : becault 
all things thar men underſtand not , may ſeem tg 
them to have contraditions. And you havefi 
more reaſon to ſaſpe& your own ſhallow undet. 
Nanding, then the Word. For thoſe things as 
have ſhewed , may be eaſily reconcileable by 0 
thers that underſtand, which ſeem moſt unrecon. 
cileableto you. Are you ſure there can be no way 
of reconciliation,but you muſt know it? It's calle 
therefore to ſce that your Minor cannot poſlby 

be proved. | 

Yea it may beeafily and certainly diſproved, 
even by him tbat cannot reconcile thoſe ſeeming 
contradiQions: For [God atteſteth 10 contraditts 
ens: but God atteſteth the holy Scripture. Thert 
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h thilfere the holy Scriptures have no contradictions. } 
gooll The Major 1s moſt evident to the light of 
neqatare, and granted by your ſelfe. The Minor 
 banffis proved at large, before and elſewhere: Gods 
of Screftation is diſcernable to Reaſon. 

or oF Itis therefore a prepoſterous courſe to bepin 
1 yo the quality of the word , andto argue thence, 
eivethat God revealed it not, when you ſhould bepin 
holelae the Atteſtation or ſcal of Gad, and argue 


paniſehence that he did revealit: (and indeed the ve- - 


7 quality beareth or containeth his Image and 
pulggSeal.) For you are more capable of diſcerning 
/:oxfithe ſeale of God atteſting it (in the ſpirit of Mi- 
acles, and Holineſs, cc. )then you are of diſcern- 
ing preſently the ſenſe of all thoſe paſſages that 

em contradtftory to you: You may calſlly be 
ignorant of the true interpretation , for want of 
hafſecquaintance with ſome one of thoſe many 
things that are neceſſary thereto : But I can be 
certain that God hath: asteſted the Scripture to 
de bis Word. = 

And indeed common reaſon tells us that we muſt 
firſt have a general proof that Scriptureis Gods 
Wyord, and-argue thence to the verity of the parts, 
& not begin with a particular proot of each part; 
It ſeems you would argue thus : [Th and that 
textof Scripture are true: therefore they are Gods 
word ] but reaſon telleth you , you ſhould argue 
thus [This is Gods Word: therfore 3t is true ] If you 
ſeta boy at ſchool to learn bis Grammar,will you 
glow bim to be fo fooliſh, as to ſtay till hecan 
1-Ffeconcile every ſeeming contradiction in it , be- 
fore he believe it ro bea Grammar, or ſubmic 
: to 


'to.learn, and uſeits Rules? Or will you noy 
pe, that he firſt know it to be a Grammar, 
then make it his buſineſs to learn to underf} 
it, and therein to Jearn to reconcile all ſremj 
contradRions ? And ſhould he not in mode®# 
and reaſon, think that his Maſter can recon 
chat which may ſeem unreconcileabie to lim, aff: 
fuch unlearned Novices, as he is ? Wati 
For my part I am fuily re/olved, That if ofÞi 
Reaſon cauld reach to none of the matters 
vealed inScriprares, ſo 85 to jee them 1a the 
dence ef the thing, yet if I once ſee the evider 
of Divine Revelation, | may well be aſlured, tl 
K 1: wholly crue; how far foever icm:y tranſcen 
my Reaſon. For] have Reaſon to believe all rhaiſet 
God revealeth and aflerteth; and ! have re: 
to acknowledge the imbecillity of my Reaſc 
and its iacompetency to ccnfure the Wiſdom « 
God. | 
And thus I abhor both the doctrine of the 
thatſay, We bave no Reaſon to be Chriſtians 
and that the truth of Scripture 1s an indemont 
ble principle, thar muſt be believed withour Re 
fons, and not proy:d by them : And alſo cheA 
rogent infidelity of them that will believe 
thing to be a Divine Revelation, unleſs their Re 
ſon can comprebend che thing itſelf, or at leall 
if there be nay thing -in it that ſeems.contrad- 
Qory toebeirReaſon ; and ſo will begin ar the 
wrong end, and. examine che particular matters, the 
dy the teſt of (their blinde Reaſon , when thy lon! 
ſhould firft examine the acteſtations of theſſſ V0 
whole , where the evidences are mgre "__ hrg 
of 
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or the Reaſon, evea of the yonger Chriſt.ans to 
liſcern. | 

. I eafily confeſs that no man ſhould ground- 

ly believe any thing to be a Divive Teft:mony, 

w believ: any man that ſaich, he ſpeaks from 

d; But when God hath given them ſufficienc 

aſ0n to believe, that the Teſtimony and Reve- 


Wation is indeed from himſelf, if after that men 


vill fil be doubting, becauſe cheir Reaſon is 
alled about the Manner, and the Cauſes, and 
Ends, and will believe no more then is within 
he reach of their Reaſon in theſe reſpeRs, nor 
onfeſs that it is Gods Word, unleſs they can 
indicate it from all Objections, and know why 
nd how it 15, as well gs chat it is; this is a meer 


gfalffurceaſonable unbelief. Ic is ordinary with Princes 


and other Law-prvers, in wiſdom to conceal the 


4 Reaſon of their Laws ; Shall Subjects therefore 
Wpreſume co cenſure them as defeivein Wiſdom 
nor Juttice, becauſe that chey know not the Rea- 
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ſon of them? I fay again, If there were _— 
in Scripture, but what che Reaſon of man cou 
comprehend, it were not fo like to be the product 
of the infinite Wiſdom of God, Let Reaſon 
therefore ſtoop to the Wiſdom of our Maker, 
and when he hath, ler ns know tbart ic is hethat 
ſpeaketh ; let us humbly learn, and not proadly 
epoltu/ate with bim eboutthe reſt. 

Though I ſhall not andertake to ſet upon 
the reſolutian of all the Queſtions of incredu- 
lous men, which they commonly raiſe againſt the 
Word of God; (for that would take up many 


krge Volamns of it ſelf ;) yer as I have diſſwaded 
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them from this Arrogancy of wit, fo 1 ff 
make tryal of a few of their commonet 
reateſt Objeions, to ſhew them thac their} 

fidelity is capable of a Confuratian, as wel 
of a Dchortcation. 

ObjeR.I.7 os rell 1s out of Scriptare, that rh 
are Devils, moſt wicked malicious ſpirits additffid0 
ro doevil; Who maae theſe Devils, or, how caofli 
rhey tobeſobad: Certainly,God is good, and ther 
fore made nothing but What was goed ; andevellf 
thing muſt have afirſt canſe : If they mad: 1 
ſelves evil, then they were the firſt cauſe of the 
own evil : eAnd then you deifie the Wil of h 
Devil in making it to be abſolately a firſt cauſe. 
you ſay as ſome, That ſin # but aprivation, 
therefore hath no cfficient cau/e, but a deſicir 
then either that deficiency. muſt be fir/t from Gul 
{and then he ſhould be the firſt cauſe of all fin) 
from the will of the Devil ; and then either he wi 
before bound non-deticere, or vor. If not. it wi 
no fin; if he were, then firſt, bei could primo tt, 
ficere, though God aid all that belonged to himvſ 
prevent it ; ſecondly, and he could have ſtood wite* 
ont axy more help then he had when he fe!l, ana)” 
quoad determinationem propri voluncarr ge 
ſhould have been the firſt determining cauſe of Mi 
own perſeverance , or non-deficiency : For if 8 
could not ſtand, it Was no ſin to fall, being before 
nocent. Aortover, their ſin Was not a meer priv 
tion, but materially a att (whether velle or nolle] 
and formally a relation of diſconformity to ti 
Law. ; 

eL1/w. 1; The Devil himſelf was the hii* 
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aſe of his own pravity. God made him not 
gxil, buc he made himſelf ſo. God gave him free- 
wil to be a ſelf-derermining principle; by this he 
Hl gz enabled ro ftand or fail, and left in the hands 

Mof his own counſel. By a finful at he averted 
Mhimſelf from the chiefett pood, and became dil- 
poſed to a further averſion, which might quickly 
Mbabitoate him to all evil; Nor is it any deifying 
Wof the Creatures will, to ſay it is fitch a ſelf-de- 
Werminiop principle, and fo far a firſt cauſe, while 
We had the power of ſeif-derermination from God, 

nd fo abſolutely is no firſt cauſe, It was the ex- 
Mcellency of theCreature, xs beingtobe governed,to 

- {hare freewil, ora ſelf-derermining power to good 
hr.revil: Though it be a higher perfeRion to be 
tetermined or determinable onely to good, which 

in Patrria may be enjoyed, yet i» 74 for one 
Mander Government in the uſe of means in order 

d the end, it 1s moſt ſuirable to their condition 

) have a liberty of ſeif-derermination : And 

te berefore this was part of the beanty of the 
qrame of Nature, and therefore not derogatory 
com the workman. As God intended ſapiential- 
or 3 porenriar ſapientie, tO govern the ra- 
onal Creature by Laws and Objects : So did he, 
Wpientially frame him in 2 capacity*for ſuch a 
apiential Government; and that wi? by giving 

re O 3 free, char is, a ſelf-derermining will, 

aj Indeed, the Anpelical Nature, and Soul of 
olleſ'*" 15 ſo exquiſic and ſabtile, and ſublime a 
o th "8, that go man can ex:Rly perceive and com- 

Wedend the manner of its ſelf-determination : © 
» frlf® the thing ir ſelf is not to be doubred of , 
cauk k though 


we may cettainly concluie, taciefore, Th 
God made Angels ani Meng:041; but ſome 
thoſe Angels , and M-n, by :heir:n{ucement : 
made chemlelves evil; For Gd maye them free 
Agents to determin* themi<lves to good or evil | 
Aad the ignorance of the ni'uce of re- wil, dark Tf 
cauſe ſuch Infidels ro rif: up agunſt Gol with | 
their impious quarrels. i 
2. And fee whether theſ: blin1e wretches dy F 
not wilfally put out the:r own ryes, and reaſan ny 
againſt moſt certain ſenſe any experience. For, 
would ask any of them whether there be indee 
any fin, or bad me:1 in the worl3, or not? It the 
ſay, no; then I would wiſh chem, noc co blanh,,, 
any man as an evil doer, that ſhall rob them, 0 
ſlander them, or beat them. Tc l:kelieft cure fa 
this error, is to beat thein black and blew, til 
they believe that he thar doth it, darh ill. An 
why ſhould not any man do it daily, if there} 
no ill inic> Is not he mad with infidel ty, tha 
thinks there is no bad man in all the worly, whet 
there are ſo many, and fo deſperately wicked, an 
when he is ſo bad himſelf? Or is he fic to be t0 
lerated in any Society,that thinks chere 1s nuevil 
* Sure he wylchink, chat he may vo any thing, Al 
not do evil, But if be confeſs, chat aoy nant 
evil, or doch evil, let him ask hinſeif who mad 
him evil? Did God that is good? or did 
himſelt> And if he c3n finde our how man can 
cobeevil, he may finde a ſatisfaRory anſwer 
his *queſtion, bow Angels came to bt evi). bl 


whar if we could not teli bow this evil did 
dE. come 
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ome?' S!:all wecherefore ſay, that there 1s no 
ch ehing ? Shall we deny that which we ſee and 
Wear, and feel, becauſe we know not how or 
nce it came? What folly is this > Then let 
ery Murderer, Thief, or other « ff-ndor at the 
Aſſizes, come off with this Arpument, and ſay, 
That he hath doneno evil; for all things are of 
od, and God d»rh no evil. As mad as this 
-Freaſoning is, yer have 1 known them that have 
Wop:nly zprotel-d, that they longed to ſee the 


"8D -yi 2nd would ride a hundred mile to fee 


Mtim, in meer confidence, that there is no Devil ; 
nd chat upon ſuch vain imapirnations as theſe. 

Obj=&. 2. 7 he Scripture ſaith, That God 
wade all things of nothing ; When of nothing, no- 
| thing Can be mggde. How then can theſe things 
» (34 
eAn/tv. Cannot God &o it, unleſs ſuch worms 
can tell how he ſhould do ir > Doth the Infant 
know how he is formed in the Womb 2 Bur why 
ould it feem improbable, thar the firſt Infinite 
"being ſhould create a Finite Being ? He thac 
We veal! Creatures their Forms, can as well cauſe 
"Fthe firſt Matrer. Whar if ic were granted, That 
arth, or Water, or Air, were fcom Eternity ? Is 
It not as hard ro make the Sun and Heavens of 
dne of cheſe, as to make one of theſe of no- 

ng ? 

Bat me thinks theſe Infiſels ſhould conſider, 
hat either God made all things of nothing, or 
ſe, thar ſomething of which he made them, 
uſt be eternal, and withour any cauſe. If fo, 
beni:is God » and if God, then eitherthe One 
; E 3 erue 


EO NO OO OO ES 


Ka: 


HS 6k v w 
MEE. 51 
Se 

S 


The A rrogancy of Reaſon 


Oo  —— 


true God himſelf, or fome oth-r God. If God 
himſelf, then all Creatures thould be his ſuh- 
ſtance, and ſybe God; and ſo they wou'd make 
every fone to be God. If any other God, then 
they will incur the ſaine inconveniences ; bel1des, 
the feigning of many Goas, Hecauſe they will 
not conieſs che omnipotency cf One. Is it ngt 
more reaſonaÞle to :elieve, rh: God made x 


Stone, or Farth of noting, then to believe char IM th 
it made it ſelf > Pur thus will Motrals enſnare i 4 
and bewilder themſelves while they will go about Þ c/ 
ro comprehend and queſtion Omnipotency, and 

ask their Maker, How he can ſo make them. mM 


Objct. 2. Moſes /aith, That God made the fl 
litht, and day, and darkneſs, and night, befcre the ſl th 
Sun : When the lizht uu the effeft, gud the Sun the 
cauſe; and the darkneſs ts but a privation of the M 
light of the Sun. How then can theſe things be? th 

Anſw. 1. Whatloever Gud can produce me- } zti 
diately by the Suo, or other Inſtruments, that be 
can produce as eafily, immediately himſelf with- I tr 
out an Inſtrumenr. Is it not as eafie ro him, to I "1 
cauſe lighe without a Sun, as to make the unit Þ is, 
telf, wich its light? ar 

2, Are not Philoſophers yet unreſolved, whe- 
ther light be not a ſubſtance? And thea why riſ 
miglic it not be firſt created alene ? th 

3. However, it might be the effec of the Ele-f Gi 
meat of te, diſpoſed of by God for differencing wa 
Cay and night, withoue a Sun, till the Sun wa Bu 
made. And 15 it not apreeableto the reſt of by tim 
works, that he ſhonld firſt make the Elements B wa: 


and general matter before be form particulat tha 
C:re*2ue f Bat 
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aw EE eo ce oe 
ſub- Þ Creatures 1 -reof 2 As he made the water, before 


nake Þ he confin*d'it 1n its banks, and madeit a Sea : $0 
hen  mght he make the light or hire, be orc be con- 
des Þ trated fo much of it intro a Sun: Ardif he can 
will M difting2iſh day and night by the nn af erward, 
"not i te might as cafily do it by the i.|-menr of Fice 
le a Wor Light before. You may fee 2 precence of fu-- 
that @ ther fatisfaRon to Reaſon 1nthis poinr, in Tho. 
1are hire his Appenarx, Thecl. cd Inſtizut. Peript, 
out cap. 2- & 4. wincn line d 1:29 recite. 
and O»djct 4. M {cs [air Gen. 1 16. That God 
made two great L:ohts, the Sun and Moon; where- 
- the 56 55 certain, th. many utner Planiis are greater 
the Ml then the Blown, therefore bo ſreulkreh tgmorantly. 


1 the eAn/\v. He ou!) they 2 C Trearer then he 
the Moon, Ley FE AYGESRC2ET Lt his cothe Earth, 
? Fthentve Moon, witch is the 109 that Aofes 
me- © athrme:h. 
the fl OvjeR. 5. Moſes makes the Carden of Fden 
the I 1 have a River ariſing init, Which cividerh it ſelf 
to nts four parts. But there 75 no ſuch place now known 
nit ix the vorld, where for [ſuch R.vers as he aefcribeth 
are ſo rear. 
ne- Anſw. Aol ſaith rot, that this River had its 
by © riſe in Eden, much leſs in the Garden ; nor that 
the fur divilions or branches of it were in the 
le- | Garden, but in Eden. It was not all Eden that 
was this Garden, nor the Garden called Eaes : 
But E4dex was the name of the Country (ac that 
time when A7-/es wrote) in which che Garden 
was, And this Land of Eden was in Telaſſ-r, 
that is, in the upper part of Chaldea , where 
Babylon is ſcituate ; and there the River Enphrates 
E 3 divideth 
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divideth it felf into thoſe four ftre-ms which 
HMeſes here d.ſcribe'th ; which River poech 
through and ont of Exen, thouph the * pring or 
Head be elſwhere : The four particular Branches 
yon may ſce deſcribed by Z«niz on the Textx 
large; and the molt pro»4bl- conjeRure of the 
fcituation of the Garden, is, i har 1c was in or ve y 
near th- place where Buby/on nov finds, ard 
from wh-nce came the Jews luffcring, as weil ſh: 
our fhrft ſin. ha\ 

OojeR. 6. Is it a likely thing that a SerpentWlike 
ſhould ſpeak to Eve? Or the [ubrilty of the Serpent An 
be ave.iſon of the Tempration? 'Or, that Eve that ma 
wasthen perf, hauld at know that Serpents can Mlal 
wor [prak of themſelves; and if ſhe knew that itMlal 
was the Devil that ſpaks by the Serpent, it would like 
have affrighted and aſtoniſhed hcr, rather then hauotl 
been ſuch a tempratio:: ro her ? © ſiry 

Anſw. 1. Though £ve wis perfect as to herfinel 
aatursl powers, and capacity, yet not as to herſſiny 
actual knowledge > She thae was n:wiy thenpex 
created, might be ignorant of the Serpen:s na-Fſulu 
ture. riti 

2; But ſuppoſe that ſhe knew that ir was theſſdre 
Devil thac ſpake by the Serpent (which ſeems toſÞnot 
me moſt likely) yer doth it not tollow, tharfneſſmy 
ſhould then dread or abior him : For tow know 
you that Eve was acquainted with the Diabolica 
pravity or malice? How know you whenthe Ar- 
ge's fell to be Devils > whecher long betore ? ofima! 
whether they were but newly faln, (as Z anchſſjnec 
conceiveth by their unbelief.) Bur moſt cercainÞJud! 
it 15,that they werethen no ſuch hateful or ne 
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fol Crea:n'es in the apprehenſion of man, as 
now they are: For it was upon mans fall, that 
God pur charenmicy between them and us, from 
which or batied and dread of them doth pro- 
ceed When the Devil had ſhewed his malice 
to us fo far; then d d 5094 pur that fixed enmity 
in our natures winch we ali jtnce perceive. This 
was notin Eve, and therefore it is no wonder if 
ſh: had no m--re dieald of this evil ſpirit, then we 
have of one another, «ſp:c:aily when ir is mot 
likely that ſhe well knew char there were good 
Angels, bu: knew not of their fail, and of their 
malice unto her ſzif, Any tor the ſib:iJlty of the 
laſtromzntal Serpent, it w:s the itkelier co be the 
Inſtrument of ihe j1bti] deceiver ; And it is moſt 
likely, thac Gad wouid no© ſuffer Satan to uſe any 
other Inſtrument, that ſo the quaiity of the In- 
ſtrumert might be titcer roexci'e a due cautelouſ- 
neſs in the woman, S3tan Limſcif being ſpirir, is 
inviſible to us; and therefore, when he will ap- 
pear, it mult be in {-me borrow:d ſhape ; and he 
uſually fitcech thac ſh3p+ rothe ends of his appa- 
ritions If ie be to cterritie, it is commonly in a 
dreadful ſhave ; and for the moſt parc, God will 
not ſuffer him to appear in avy other, that man 
may the Hetter know that it is the enemy thar he 
hath co deal with. And ſo b:fore our fail, when 
he would deceive, he ſpeaketh by a ſabtile Grea- 
tare, and is permitted to do it by no other, that 


 ofiman might have the more reaſon to ſuſpeRt that 
clyFbe came in way of deceit. We are incompetent 
udges of the full of theſe things, unleſs we better 
new the a.quaintance 
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that man then had with the 
E 4 Angelical 
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ancelical nature, and what familiariry was be- 
tween them , or =hat alteration is fince madein 
the nature of the. initrumencal Serpent by the 
Curſe. Why then thor]. we unbelieviogly ask, 
How theſe things can be ? which God revealeth, 
when wemiy cafiy know that we are ſuch in 
competent Jidres. 

Many more of theſe Objections might be men- 
tioned, and eafily corfated, that are raiſed by In- 
fide!s about th: Creation , and fall ; but becanſe 
7 unizs hath conf 'u 5 >2 of them alrezdy, after 
his Preleions vn Ge're3 p9-:. againſt an Antino- 
m an that then 24 AY chem from Simplicss the 
Heathen Philof-phc r. ] hill refer them that need 
it thithe: for ſatis. Aion : 

Obj. >. How ceald ' ain fiyeinto the Lana of 
Nod, or bai/d4 1 City, Gen.4.i6,17, when there 
Was n0 more men 6: Eonty 

Anſl. 1. Art lea!t It; coilas the Land of Ned not 
becauſe it was facalled in Cains time,but in the 
time when Ac: 45 wrote, 2. [t is ſuppoſed to be 
berween the bui.d: ob & wo bundreth yer of ts 
ape, that Cain buii: this © it 7, and by {5mE, Tae 
3, 0r 450. for itis not laid tha” ke did it prefently 
after i1is Cur, though thele chings are laid cloſe 
roge:iher inthe concite Narcation. Ang why might 
notCaz. poltericy be eaſtly m: j::plyed io all that 
time to lach a number 2s ts buiid and reple- 
niſh 4 "City, yea inany Cities, 

Q: [ 5. 1s; bs «<  Uingly thing that the Red- Sea ſhonla 
re 611.404 for the Iſraclites to paſs throught Or that 
the Sy « foul Panda id wm Jothuahs time; anams 
34 © VEAL We VVerthrned by it f Or ha Jonas 
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be- Bould [ve without ayre in the belly of a Whale? Or 
einfſe be digeſted in his belly as other food is > How 
an theſe chings be ? 

Anſm. And what, muſt God do none but /che- 
y things ? Is it not as eaſie with him to do alf 
is, as for yon to move a finger, and much more? 
5it, not as eafte to make the water ftand Kill as 
nove z or to gather it on heaps in the Sea, asto 
ther it into the Sea from the reſt of theearth, 
nd to keep its courſe in ebbing ana owing? And 
$ic not as eaſte to cauſe the Sun to ſtand till as 
omove? And fo to move as it is ſuppoſed to do? 
f the Sun had uſed toſtand ſtill, would you not 
have eaxen it for as incredible 2 matcer that it 
ould move? And have faid as undelievingly, 
ow can this be 2 And for the diſorderingof Na- 
ure, it was Sun and Moon with al! the moveable 
tram? that ſtood ſtil] together ; and nor the Sun 
lone: And fo made no fuch alteration as is ima- 
vined, it muſt have done. 

And for 7oxas,that God that made him and all 
the world , and ſuſtaineth it by his power, could 
ealily do ehis. Perhaps theſe Infidels will next ſay 
t1y What an Infanc cannot live in the Mothers womb 
ole Wfor want of ayr or breath. | 
ntl 2. Are they not as ggeat works which we every 
hat I day fee, in the Being And Courſe of Sun, Moon 
ie- Fand other Creatures, as any of theſe - 

ÞN 3: Is it likely that 22o/es would have wrote of 
via ſuch a thing as the ſtanding and opening of the 


"at (Red Sea, and the Iſraclites paſſing through ir, to. 


#; Fthoſe ſame Iſraelites, and that he would fo oft 


1 W inve uſcd that as an Argument to move them to. 
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Obedience , and deliver them bis Law to be ken3od 
upon ſuch an Obligation og Motive, if no ſur « 
ehing at all had been done : would ſo many thoufhine 
ſand people have believed ſuch a man that coli! 
ahem chey were led through the red ſea as on driiþece 
land? and would they have followed him for 
years through a wilderneſs, and ſo zealouſly ha 
maintained his Law which was backed with ſuc! 
Morives, if they had all known theſe things to be 
falſe 2 Or was it poſlible they ſhould be falle, 
and they not know them ? 

Bur Fle ftand no more in confutins theſe c- 
vils againft theOlid-Teftament but ſpeak to 2,0r 
which they bring againſt the Goſpel of Chriſt, 


Obj. 9. 1s it a likely thing that a Virgin ſb 
Fonceive and have achild? How can this be? : 
Anſw. Is it not as eaſie for God to caaſe con- I no 
ception by :he Holy Ghoſt immediately, as medi. I ty 
diately by man - Doth God insble a ( reature to ff be 
do that which he cannot do himſe)f, withour that Þ of 
Creatare ? What madneſs were it to dream that I 
thjs exceeds the power of God ? are 
Obj.10. ls it 4 likely thing that God ſhould be: W - 
Some 4 man, or that God and man ſhould te one per! I ite 
fon, which is more Condeſcen ion then for a Prince I 
Jo become a flye to ſave fiyes &” being killed ? Sel 
Anſw, I's onething toask whether chis be | #0 
p*ſible ? and another, Whether it were done? I tht 
It is indeed the greateſt wonder of all the works I ' 
of God, BEut there is no contradiion in itto If ye 
prove itimpoſſible. The Godhead was no whit Þ| L1 
really abaſed or changed by this Union , bur (at » 


the utmoſt) relatively and reputatively —_ 
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e kenfGod did not become man , by cealing to be God, 
 ſucfbr comn:ixing the !:umane Nature with the Di- 
thouShne. Bur one y aſſumed a humane nature to the 
M):vine, It is not therefore as if a Prince ſhonld 
hecome an inferior Creature, bur onely as if he 
ould aſſume ſuch a Creature into ſo neera re. 
lation to him. 
2. And that God hathindeed done this, his e- 
Jyident Teftimonics have proved to the world : Is 
t likely or potlible that one ſhould aſſerr ſach a 
thing, and ſeal it in the face of the world with 
Miracles, znd riſe himſelf from the dead, and ſend 
or 2 forth a ſpiritof Miracles and ef holineſs on his 
ri, ECharch,ro conficm his athrmation, if all this were 
ll} not rruewhich heathrmeth - 
3 Is this the thanks that God ſhill have for his 

on- © wonderful condeſ.enfion, that though he prove 1 
di- If £9 de true, yet we will not believe the mercy that 
to | beſhews us, unleſs it ſeem likely to us in the way 
hae I of ves accompliſhment ? 
It O5J.-11. 1s zt not & contradiction to ſay t hat there 

are three per 041, and but one God #2 
ze" | 4An/w No: Becauſe to be a perſon or ſubfi- 
12 If ſtence in the Godhead, and to be a God is not all 
ce i one. It is no contradiction that the Vegetative, 

Senſitive and Rational in man, ſhould bethree, 
be I 2nd diſtin&t one from another , and yet not be 
: ? I three ſouls bur one. And that Power, Underftand- 
ks If ing, and Will, ſhould be three, and diſtin& Sand 
to f yet not three ſouls bur one: And that Power, 
it & Light, and Heat, ſhould be diftinR in the Sun ; 
ae } and yetnot be three Suns, but one. Why then 
7. f ſhould the Divine Trinity of ſabſiſtences ſeem a 
d I contradiction ? Obj 
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ObjeR. 12. There are mary contradiftions in 
Scripture ; and therefore it 1s incredible. Fart 
' ample; Mark. 14. 30. \ Before the Cock Cry 
ewics ] Mat.avd Luke ſay [| Before the CockCroy 
And many the like. 
Anſ'w. 1. It 15 meer ipnorance of the ſenſe; 
Scripture , that canſerh this conceit of contra 
Rion. Bxpoſicors themſelve. are imperfe int! 
underſtanding »fchem; yer if you will well re 
them, you ſhall ſee how exfily and cleerly they 
concile many things that ſ.em unreconcileable t 
the ignorant. Read among others, Scharpims li 
Symphonia to that end. 
2, Asto the Text inſtanced. The ſecond Cocii 
Crowing was then ſpecially and eminently calle 
[The Cocks CreWing ] And therefore Mather 
and Luke do name no more but | che Crowing i 
the Ceck | meaning that ſecond Cock, which ws 
ſpecial:y ſo called; (of which ſee Grori::5 on the 
Text) wheras Mark doth more preciſely expreh 
the ſame in fuller words : What a vain mind is 
that will pick quarrels with ſuch expreſſions 2 
I give but a brief touch of theſe few common 
Exceptions, leaving them to ſeek the reſolution of 
ſuch doubts, from Commentators that have per- 
formed it, or from their judicious Teachers, who 
are athand, and ready to do it. 

The Lord acquaint unbelieving ſinners with 
the preatneſs of their ignorance, and the ſhallow- 
"neſs of their capacities that they may know boo 
unfit they are to expoſtulate with their Maker, 
and what necd they have to wait npon him 8 


-bumble Learners, For the meek will he ceach his 
way 
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y, P/al 25.9: and unto Babes doth he reveal 
Myſteries of his Will, For though the Lord 
High, yer bath he reſpeR unto the lowly : bur 
proud he knowerh a far off, P/2/.;138. 6. 
dthe myſteries of rhe Goſpel which now ſeem 
redible , he will one day open. to the comfort 
his Saints, and the confuſion of unbelievers ; 
en at the appearing of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
ich in his times he ſhall ſhew , who u the bleſſed 
4 onely Potentate, the K ing of K ings, aud Lord 
Lords : who onely hath immortality , dwelling 
the light Whichno man can approach wnto, 
hom no man hath ſeen or can ſee: to whom be Ho- 


w and PoWer everlaging. Amen. - 
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